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An Empmcal Study of Opinion Leaderslnp in New Medla

Behavior of Children
(English Résumé)
Masato Wada
Isao Watanabe
Masahiro Ishikawa.
The Background

Presently, various new types of media are being innovated and diffused.
Due to this present situation, the relationship between media and children cannot
be explained solely by television research. Research according to present

situation is necessary.

Purpose

The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between new
media usé of children and their opinion leadership. '

The following assumptions are made to attain the purpose:

1. A positive relationship exists between opinion leadership among
children and new media exposure; that is, the higher is opinion leadership, the
higher new media exposure.

2. Concerning opinion leadership in new media behavior of children,
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communication is homophilous rather than heterophilous.

3. Concerning opinion leadership in new media behavior of children, the

range of communication content is monomorphic rather than polymorphic.

Method

A survey by a questionnaire mgthod was conducted in November 1995, at
high school A. in Tokyo among 121 students and at junior highschool B. in
Gunma Prefecture among 96 students.

The questionnaire measured new media use, media exposure, the direction
of communication and opinion leadership.

For analyzing the data, the Student’s T test and the x 2 were utilized.

Result

Assumption 1 was supported among PC games, VCRs and arcade games. -
But the assumption was not supported concerning video games, satellite
broadcasting, cable TV and CDs. '

Assumption 2 was supported. Cornmunication was homophilic rather than
herterophilic among children.

Aséumption 3 was not supported, by the data analysis of this survey. The
morphic type of opinion leadership of this sample was polymorphic rather than

monomorphic.



