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Self-evaluation maintenance processes and school behavior
in elementary school children: Self-evaluation maintenance
and school morale
(English Résumé)

'Mikitoshi Isozaki

The putpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between self-
evaluation maintenance processes and adaptation to school life of elementary
school children. In particular, this study examined the relationship between
self-evaluation maintenance and children’s motivation to learn. Two question-
naires were administered to two hundred and fifty-six (256) elementary school
children. They were asked to rate their own performance on school subjects
and those of close classmates, as well as the degree of relevance to themselves
of each school subject. They were also asked to answer Rosenberg’s Self-Es-
teem Scale and School Morale Test(SMT). It was found that male students per-
ceived themselves as performing better than a friend on highly relevant subjects
and as performing worse on less relevant subjects. The children with higher
motivation to learn showed self-evaluation maintenance mechanisms. On the
other hand, the children with lower motivation to learn perceived themselves as
performing worse than a friend on both highly relevant subjects and less relevant
subjects. It was also found that the children with high self-esteem showed a ten-
dency of seli-evaluation maintenance.

Implications of the findings for learning motivation of children and self-

evaluation maintenance processes are discussed.



