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A Study of Variables Mediating the Effect of Eaﬂy Therapeu-
- tic Education : Cases of Children with Down’s Syndrome
Supporting their Acquisition of Their Social Competenée
(English Résumé)

Tamotsu Fujinaga, Sumiko Inoue
Eri Ogihara, Gaku Tsujita

In Recent years, professionals have been recognizing the nnpmwng ef-
fects of early therapelitic education for children with Down’s syndrome . How-
ever, the age criteria for the effective use of therapeutic education have not been
clearly defined. There are variety of questions concerning so— called “critical pe-
riod” in developmental psychology, such as,.in what age a child shéuld begili re-‘ _
ceiving these educational programs, whether the earlier the better is true })r not,
and if there is a definite and absolute developmental period for improiring the
child’s deficiency . ' -

In previous report {Fujinaga etal, 1996), eleven typical cases of children
with Down’s syndrome caused by 21 trisomy were chosen as subjects from about
100 candidates by collaboration of Kumon Institute of Education , because all of
them have learned in the Kumon class~rooms . By mterviewing the children
and their mothers, sometimes their Kumon teachers, we examined their devel-
opmenfal case histories, especially the types of early therapeutic edﬁcation Te-
ceived and their effects. As a result of this research, we reached a tentative con-
clusion that unless children with Down’s syndrome receive therapeutic’ edrication
by age two, its effect will be confined to minimum. B

In the course of the study, we have recognized some important mediating
facfors that have enhanced the effectiveness of therapeutic education in success-

ful cases leading these children to the acquisition of self—autonomy and social
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competence, though limitted. In present study, these mediating vatriables that
might enhance, or in contrary, reduce the effectiveness of early therapeutic ed-
ucation were examined. Six of the eleven cases clearly showing these mediating
variables were rechosen for this purpose and their case histories were analyzed
in detail further.  As a result, the mediating variables were divided into five dif-
. ferent categories.

The first one is the additive effect by the enthusiasm and appropriate
choices of learning strategies for social and cognitive skills made by the child’s
mother and family members, with collaboration of child’s teacher. The most typ-
ical example was the case Y.S.. His combined symptomes at his birth, such as
anal fusion, were the severest in our cases, neverthless he reached the highest
developmental level among them. Now he is studying in a usual class of a junior
high school. |

On the contrary, the second category is the negative effect caused by moth-
er’s fatalistic or desperate attitude . The mother of case M.A. received s0 severe
shock when her child’s doctor told her M.A. had the Down’s syndrome that she
could not help only crying and did not even go out for about two years. So it is in-
ferred that M.A. was raised in a condition of almost complete social isolation from
birth to about two years and this condition now brought M.A. to a very difficult
state for recovery. ‘

Thirdly, again on the contrary, the additive effect lead by mother’s optimis-
tic and hopeful attitude must be pointed out. It is recently called Pygmalion ef-
fect by Rosenthal (1968) and the cases of R. O. and K. H.were the typical ex-
amples. |

The fourth category is the additive effect lead by social tolerance and non—
discriminating attitude of institutions, such as Kindergarten or elementary
school. The case of N.Y. clearly showed the importance of this condition.

Finally we want to point out the additive effect lead by the recognition of
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special talents that children with Down’s syndrome mith possess. The case S.S.
is a typical example. Until now they are called savant syndrome and believed to
be latent only in the case of autistic children. There are varieties of this talent ,
for example drawing or musical ones. S.S. had so excellent talent producing ar-
tistic textile goods that her products can be exhibited in a famous department
store in Tokyo district.

From this study, we also recognized the some possibilities that the fifth
category might bring for the future of children with Down's syndrome. There-
fore, we described in detail the inferential factors for developing latent abilities of
savant syndrome for future studies.



