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A STUDY ON THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE CONCEPT OF INDIVIDUAL SELF
IN LIBERAL EDUCATION
DURING THE TAISHO PERIOD
— With Reference to Notions of Self-Transcendence —
(English Résumé)

Mieko Uno

I Preface

One of the most important subjects in modem Japanese educational
thought is how to create a new social value system which is based on respect
for the individual self. By using the term ‘individual self’, I mean the
methodological concept on human personality whose character is nurtured
by the transcendental and universal values on the one hand, and at the same
time, has roots in the traditional culture. The purpose of this study is to
examine -some cases of educators in liberal education during the Taishd
period whose thought laid stress on this subject. In pursuing this, I would
like to investigate the intellectual or spiritual situation among modem
Japanese people as to the development of the concept of individual self.

Before going to the ahalyses of each case, I traced the main current of
the educational thought from the beginning of the Meiji period to the
Taisho period along this subject.

As known widely, after the promulgation of the Imperial Rescript on
Education (1890), and particularly after Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895),
the Family State ideology was reinforced in Japan. In this process, Imperial
Ancestors were explained as the symbolic heads of the ancestors of the
whole nation as one family, and the essential character of the Empire was
emphasized based on this ideology. However, even under the control of this

ideology, the streams of early Meiji thought, for example, those of Meiji
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Enlightenment movement, the Freedom and People’s Right movement or
the Meiji Protestants Christians had already penetrated into Japanese society
and began to take roots in Japanese cultural soil. During the Taishd De-
mocracy (1912-1923), the current of the educational course, reflecting the
trends of the times, showed somewhat the liberal tendency and put the
emphasis on the universal principles generally.

With such a historical background and under diversified values in a
complicated environment, the advocators of liberal education in the Taish6
period tried to develop the ideas of liberalism and to combine them with

the notion of self-transcendence of the principle of self-discipline.

I The Development of the Concept of Individual
Self and Responsibility to Society

(a) The Experiment of Liberal Education by Nakamura Haruji in Seikei

Jitsumu Gakkod

The first chapter concerns Nakamura Haruji (1877-1924), who devel-
oped liberal education as one of the pioneers respecting individuality in a
private school called “Seikei Jitsumu Gakké” in Tokyo.

Nakamura came from a family of local intellectuals and had a discipline
of “kokugaku’, traditional Japanese literature. We find in his thought the
profound feeling of traditional respect of “‘Shizen’’, the Great Nature. On
the other hand, Nakamura learmed about the individual and social values
from the Western culture through the Meiji Enlightenment philosophers
especially such as Fkuzawa Yukichi and Nakamura Masanao. Under the
influence of his father Nakamura Akika, a scholar of Japanese thought and

b

literature, who was also very eager in absorbing new knowledge from
abroad, Nakamura received modem education in the most progressive
schools, such as the junior high school attached to “Tokyo Koto Shihan
Gakkd”, “‘Dai Ichi Koto Gakkd™ and “Tokyo Teikoku Daigaku’.
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Furthermore Nakamura had a strong impact from the traditional ideals
of the public schools in England through his close friends, Iwasaki Koyata
and Imamura Shigezé6 who were sons of newly-rising bourgeois and the
graduates of one of the English public schools.

After he leamed those ideas and ideals, such as, those of independent
spirit, social justice and duty to one’s neighbor, he searched for the in-
dividual self or true self in his inner self in belief in Zen Sect of Buddhism.
He fouhd the practice of self-discipline in Zen Buddhism and applied the
educational tradition of the Buddhist temple to education in his private
school.

Further Nakamura interpreted the belief in Zen mysticism creatively,
which was expressed in the Ten Oxherding Pictures which had been a
famous handbook written by Zen Buddhists in the twelfth century in China
and read widely in Japan in the Edo period. He found the religious self-
recognition and self-transcendence in the highest level of the pictures
which symbolized the ‘I-Thou’ relationship. It is interesting to note that
Dr. Ponsonby, the English translator of Nakamura’s essay, commented
on Nakamura’s philosophy as follows: “It differs from that of the ‘Modem-
ist’, who, while discarding the Person of Christ, yet, claims to teach as a
Christian.” Though Nakamura’s philosophy had the original notion in
Buddhism, it may be compared with Inazo Nitobe’s educational belief upon
the Quakers based on the message in the Bible, ‘in the world, but not of the
world.

Nakamura opened his home as a private school and dormitory at first
in order to teach poor boys, seeking to establish a new educational com-
munity. Through such an experiment, Nakamura, as a ‘self still in the
transition, had been changing the traditional concept of home, community,
and closed human relations of consanguineous and authoritarian society

into a more humanitarian relationship of independent self.
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(b) The Educational Philosophy in Ikebukuro Children’s Village School by

Noguchi Entaro

The second chapter is concerning Noguchi Entaré (1868-1941), who
contributed to the innovation of education at the Himeji Normal School
and also participated in the foundation of the Ikebukuro Children’s Village
School, one of the New Schools famous for liberal education in the Taish6
peiod.

Noguchi came from the family of a village master and his father was a
teacher of “‘terakoya’, a private village school in the Edo period in Fukuoka
Prefecture. The essential character of his philosophy was based upn “Tien-
1i” and ‘‘Tien-mei’” which showed rationalism and ethic of Wang Yang-ming
school of Confucianism which he was accustomed to while young.

When he was a dormitory inspector in “Tokyo Koto Shihan Gakko”,
Noguchi took an interest and made a hard study of neo-Kentianism of
John Mackenzie whose A Manual of Ethics (1893) was welcomed in Japan
as idealistic ethics in the 20’s and 30’s of the Meiji period and later he
translated it by himself. In the Taish6 period, he became one of the earnest
researchers and advocates in the New Education movement and learned
psychological and scientific methods of education as well as idealistic ethics
from Maria Montessori, John Dewey and others.

Noguchi relied on the development of intellectual and moral abilities
in children and the vital power of children’s life. His ‘children centered’
educational philosophy was based on his belief in “Tien’® both outside
and inside of the natre of human beings.

Besides, Noguchi participated in the political movement of teachers to
protect educational activities from the militaristic course by the government
and played the important role in the ‘“Teikoku Kyoikukai’’ the teachers’
vocational association. His contribution covered the research for co-educa-
tion, the necessity of higher elementary school, teachers’ union and the role

in women teachers problem and international education.
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Noguchi regarded ancestry worship as behind the times, and found the
universal values or significance in Ninomiya Sontoku, a farmer sage. He
interpreted Ninomiya Sontoku not only in the traditional ethical context
but also in the modem experimental and utilitarian context. In his educa-
tional philosophy, the primary concem might be said in the respect for
““Tien-li”’, a kind of rationalism including idealism. Ikebukuro Children’s
Village School was named on his philosophy which emphasized the equal
human relations of mutual help based upn ““Tien-li*’.

However, his concept of ‘“‘Tien-li” had mixed the meaning of values
and the laws of nature in the same symbol. We must admit that for this
logical ambiguity, Noguchi showed the tendency to follow the changes in
the situation in the 1930s with the ascendency of expansionism and failed
to distinguish himself from the trend of the times.

(c) Concemns and Activities on Social Education and Social Work by

Moriya Azuma

The third chapter is the observation on the search for activities of social
education and social welfare, through the case of Moriya Azuma (1884-
1975).

Moriya was much stimulated by the universal ideas of the World
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union introduced into Japan in 1880s from
America, such as, monogamous family, civil liberties, social justice and
world peace while she was a student in Tokyo.

Though the primary concern of American Christian Temperance Union
was in antialcoholism for men as the term temperance suggested, in Japan,
the movement had to be, first of all, the political and educational movement
for improvement of the social status of women. All women were socially
and politically discriminated against under the law and women’s political
activities were prohibited under the Meiji govemment in those days. Espe-

cially the serious problem was government policy to authorize prostitution.
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Japan Woman’s Christican Temperance Union, founded in 1886 in Tokyo
and led by Yajima Kajiko (1833-1925) who promoted the independent
movement of women, had to struggle against the old beliefs of social values
within and outside of themselves to which they had long been accustomed.

Moriya inherited the Yajima’s educational experience and sense of
responsibility for neighbors based on the Christian belief in God. Inspired
into the awakening of the individual self and the ideals of social reform,
she extended her activities to education for poor children, temperance
education for men, the anti-prostitution movement, and the relief and
vocational activities for unhappy women as well as other political activities
including the woman suffrage movement. Such activities were based not
only on her social consciousness of traditional beliefs in the principle of
mutual help in community or sympathy and feeling of love in family, but
on her clear awareness of a new concept of the new woman as a new social
actor who would challenge the old social values concerning the socially
weak or those discriminated against including women.

By the beginning of the Showa period, her main concem was shifted to
the education of physically handicapped children. She founded the institu-
tion for it in 1939. We can find in the principle of her education the regard
for ‘independence and cooperation’ among those children, the spirit of
liberal education in the Taisho period.

As she called herself as a daughter of samurai in her autobiography, her
father was an army surgeon who respected independence and responsibility.
She might be one of the cases who were awakened to new values based upon

some universalistic elements of the traditional culture.

II Liberal Education and Notions of Self-Transcendence
~—— In the Cases of School Teachers of Nagano Prefecture —

In the fourth chapter I tried to investigate and discover the potentiality
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of modern Japanese educational thought in the case of school teachers of
Nagano Prefecture in the Taishé era.

The characteristics of education in Nagano, what is usually called
‘“Shinano Kyoiku”, mibht be generally pointed out as follows:

First, Nagano had the long tradition of education attaching importance
to one’s personality or character. Educators and teachers had been re-
spected highly as men of character and the leaders of the common people
in ethics since the time of ““G6 ko™ and “Terakoya” in the Edo period.
Secondly, it comparatively abounds with cultural soil in favor of the spirit
of independence and enterprise because of the economical and geographical
conditions as well as the historical condition. Thirdly, on the other side,
people have been very eager and sensitive to the trend of the time, both
inside and outside of the prefecture, among all, to that of Tokyo.

These characteristics of ‘“‘Shinano Kyoiku’” seem to give us the opportu-
nity to observe and examine the interchange of the streams of educational
thought regarding the continuity and innovation of tradition.

In addition, Nagano is very interesting from the viewpoint of the
history of Japanese Protestantism because Christianity has had a strong
influence on educators far and wide. Both Uchimura Kanzd and Uemura
Masahisa had close relations with educators and school teachers in Nagano
and often visited there to have meetings for a Bible class.

I selected three persons in this article, Tezuka Nuizd (1875-1954),
Akabane Ord (1856-1981) and Obara Fukuji (1883-1965), who had strong

influence and leadership over teachers in Nagano in Taish6 period.

(a) Tezuka Nuizod

When he was a student of Nagano Normal School, Tezuka received deep
influence by Uchimura Kanzo through Study of the Bible, a magazine
written and edited by Uchimura and had a first experience of awakening

of his inner life. Since that time he continued reading and studying the
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message in the Bible under the guidance and influence of Takagi Shinkichi,
Iguchi Kigenji, Uemura Masahisa and a foreign minister. In those days he
was also influenced with the romanticism and idealism inside and outside
of the country expressed in the liberal and patriotic magazine, like Myo-j6
(bright star), Bungaku Kai (literary world), Kokumin no Tomo (friend of
the people), and Nihon Jin (The Japanese people), which were introduced
into Nagano from Tokyo as a flood.

Accepting those ideas and ideals and confronting some ideological
conflicts, he approached to the ‘Non-church sect’ of Japanese Protestants
by combining his loyalty to Jesus with that to Japan, which had been
expressed as the two ‘Js’ relation by Uchimura. Basically Tezuka inherited
Uchimura’s beliefs and intention of educational course for Japanese people
and challenged the traditional pattern of authoritative human relations
among families, circles of teachers, and in the relation between teachers
and government officials as well as pupils and teachers. Later, there ap-
peared many eminent leaders of education in Nagano from the study and
discussion meeting named ‘“Tozai-Nanboku Kai” to whose foundation and
organization Tezuka contributed very much.

Also, from the Bible class he organized at Matsumoto Kindergarten,
there appeared Obara Fukuji and Akabane Oré who were active and in-
fluential in liberal education too, and also Kawai Seiichiré who was well-
known as the central figure of the ‘Kawai Incident’ (1924) related to moral
education in primary schools in Nagano.

Tezuka showed his religious thought as an individual self before God
using the traditional terms or symbols such as “Michi” (the way or Logos),
“Kei Ten-Ai Jin” (Respect Heaven and love human beings), and “Soku-
Ten Kyo-Shi” (Follow the reason of Heaven and deny self-centeredness).
Through those terms he tried to express his transcendent reference point,
though still sensitive, and his inner principle of self-denial.

Tezuka was very influential in the reform of education in primary
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schools in Nagano, working as a teacher in public schools for twenty-
eight years while as a layman preacher of Matsumoto Japan Christian
Church for over thirty years. He was one of those who consistently opposed
the militalistic and bureaucratic authoritarian attitude toward education in

Nagano with courage upon his transcendent reference point.

(b) Akabane Oro A

Akabane, on the other hand, based on the belief in the symbol of
‘Nature’ as eternal truth, devleoped his educational thought. He was much
inspired by fine art and literature when he was a student of Tokyo Art
School, and responded the subject of the time, that is, the search for the
individual self or true self most acutely. Finally he came to commit himself
to humanitarianism and duty to nature of man as a kind, influenced by
Mushakoji Saneatsu, Yanagi Muneyosi, and others whose literary and artistic
movement was called that of “‘Shirakaba-ha’ (the white birch circle). Later
he was encouraged by William Blake’s idea of “Vision and Imagination’ of
eternity through Yanagi. Following the vision of etemity in the artistic and
spiritual values, he came to express his educational philosophy in the
magazine named Chijo (on the earth), which had considerable influence
among teachers and children in Nagano.

In spite of their great expectations to introduce artistic and spiritual
value into education of primary schools, their movement soon came into
conflict with parents’ expectations for their children. Because most of them
were farmers, and did not desire a radically liberal tendency in education.
Akabane and his group were isolated gradually and after several years of
prosperity, their activities came to an end substantially under the suppres-
sion of the local authority and the distrust of the village people.

(c) Obara Fukuji
In those days, at the elementary school attached to the Nagano Normal
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School, Sugizaki Yo and Yodogawa Moji, returning from study abroad,
began to introduce scientific methods of J. Dewey of M. Montessori and
opened two experimental classes in this school. Obara Fukuji belonged to
this school just the time when the tendency to liberal and new education
was getting very active. Among the teachers of this school there were some
members of “‘Shirakaba-ha’> and Obara was close to them and understood
their educational ideals. Both Obara and Akabane attended the Matsumoto
Bible Class managed by Tezuka. Obara could be said to stand at the point
of the interchange of the streams of educational thought around new educa-
tion, liberal education and Christian education in Nagano Prefecture.

Obara started his study on education from English ethics presented by
J.H. Muirhead and T.H. Green. While he was working under the influence
of new education in the elementary school of Nagano Normal School, he
was baptized by Uemura Masahisa.

Among Christian educators in Nagano, Obara seemed to have grasped
most definitely the concept of personality and the individual self in the
‘I-Thouw’ relationship before God. He understood the meaning of respecting
the individual self, namely, transcendent inter-subjectivity of man and the
democratic social relations under transcendental reference. He loved the
term “Kei Ten-Ai Jin” in which he found the most suitable expression for
the essence and possibility of personality or the individual self he had under-
stood in the Bible.

His definite attitude against the suppression of the Nagano bureaucracy
over liberal education around the “Kawai Incident” was clearly expressed in
his article he contributed to the magazine Shinano Kyéiku. Just in the year
when the Pacific War broke out, he resigned the position of principal, pro-
testing the conclusion of the Japanese-Germany treaty and the increasing
control of authority over liberal education. After that he became a preacher

and gave religious and educational talks at the Nagano Japan Christian
Church.
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IV Conclusion

In conclusion, all the educators in this study endeavoured to seek for
the elements of new individual and social values in the bosom of Japanese
culture and participated in the innovation of the old value system.

As already mentioned, it is not an easy task for us Japanese people
to grasp definite notions of the individual self and universal values beyond
community and nation where the traditional pattern still dominates in the
form of group commitment and idol worship. The educators treated in this
study have left many questions for us to solve.

However, they have contributed to present some directions and em-

bryos of possibilities to this most important educational subject.



