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THE CHARACTERISTICS OF BUBER’S THEORY
ON THE TEACHER

Hiroshi Takahashi

The aim of this study is to clarify the characteristics of Buber’s theory
on the teacher through examining his theory of education.

1. The Content of Buber’s Theory on the Teacher

1. The Role of the Teacher

Buber proposes that the teacher should mediate between the pupil and
the world. That is, the teacher must choose something instructive from the
world that contains nature, culture and society, and guide his pupil to the
valuable in the world. At the same time Buber thinks that the teacher has
to awake his pupil to the essential self.

2. The Attitude of the Teacher

Buber insists the responsibility of the teacher, but he also proposes
that the teacher must give up the self-conceit that he is the only person who
teacﬁes his pupil, and he should not impose his intention on his pupil. The
teacher, Buber says, needs fo come into contact with his pupil without arti-
ficiality.

II. The Characteristics of Buber’s Theory on Teacher

1. Buber explains the educational relationship between the teacher and his
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pupil by the concept of ‘inclusiveness’ (Umfassung). The teacher can experi-
ence the pupil from the other side but the pupil can’t see teacher’s point of
view equally well without destroying the teaching relationship. So Buber
points out that the teaching relationship must be largely one-sided and also
he emphasizes the role of the teacher.

2. Buber’s theory on teacher is based on the religious thought of Hasidism
(Chassidismus). Hasidism tells that a man has to release ‘God’s spark’, which
is confined in the world, through meeting with other person and everything
in the world. Founded on this thought, Buber thinks that the task of the
teacher is to make the pupil realize that a man must relate with others
through the intervention of God. |

3. In Buber’s theory the teacher should recognize not only the significance
of educational relationship between the teacher and the pupil, but also the
task of social change. Buber has the prospect that we can educate the re-
former of society and realize the world peace through forming the pupil’s
character whole and unified.



