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THE HERITAGE OF PURITANISM IN AMERICA

Yoshitaka Yamamuro

After landing on New England from Old England, the birthplace,
Puritanism had to face many hard problems in the religious and social
organization policy within a different circumstances of the colony. The
signs of change of American Puritanism can be seen from its early stages,
and the process of change of the Puritanism as a system of religious dogmas
was inevitable. Although, we find the influences of the ethos of Puritanism
in modern American thought; the term used here, the ethos, should be
understood as an imprint of the moral function of a religion which practical-
ly influences people’s mode of life. Indeed the Puritan religion has declined,
but the imprint is still alive basically unchanged. This thesis concerns the
ethos that I conclude to be the heritage inherited from Puritanism.

(1) First, the ethos involves the attitude which attaches importance to the
verification of truth through practical action. The Puritan required
verification of his redemption by God through practical action. There-
fore he came to attach importance to that verification.

(2) Secondly, the ethos involves the attitude which esteems rationality
though human reason is not looked upon as an absolute. For the
Puritan, practical action to verify redemption by God must follow the
will of God. He did so rationally. Therefore he esteems reason. In this
case, reason does not mean scientific reasoning but rationality based

on interpreting the Bible.
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(3) Thirdly, the ethos concerns the attitude which disapproves fixed truths

4)

and values in the process of searching for the truth. For the Puritan,
the only God is absolute. He believes in nothing absolute but God.
And he does not believe that he knows anything perfectly. However,
he must understand the will of God to govern his actions. Therefore
he is constantly searching for the will of God, the object of the truth.
Fourthly, the ethos concerns the attitude which opposes any authority
in the world and thinks highly of the independence of the individual.
The Puritan believes that the only God is absolute. So he repudiates
idolatry of the creature. He thinks that all men are equal under God.
Therefore he opposes all human authorities, and depends upon no one
but God. He becomes an autonomous man and an independent in-

dividual.



