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A study of human spontaneity in Goethe

Akimichi Hayashi

An important task for education is to respect the spontaneity
(Selbsttitigkeit) of the child aswell as to lead his (her) activity
to general validity.

In this essay, [ will make this point by concidering J. W. Goethe’s
thought about nature, with emphasis on his theory of metamorpho-
sis(“Metamorphose™).

Since “Metamorphose” is a theory concerning the development of
organism, it is not directry related to human beings. When sym-
bolically understood, however, Goethe’s thoery of ‘“Metamorphose”
has some universal value.

If “Metamorphose” is related to the science, in what way is it
scientific ? Taking these problems into consideration, we shall follow
the transformation of his views on nature.

At first, Goethe could not catch nature as an objective entity, but
rather through his emotion, (cf. “Die Leiden des jungen Werters”
1774).

His first travel to Italy had an effect of enabling to grasp nature
as an objective fact. At this stage, the split of nature and Goethe
himself occurded and his views on nature were firmly established.

His argument with Schiller on this assertion made Goethe less
certain about his belief. Now he regarded ‘Urpflanze’, not as an
allegory, but as a symbol.

Among individuals things caught as a symbols, there does not
exist at first any discernible identity. They emerge in a series,
which serve to express themselves most property in accordance with
special circumstances. “Metamorphose” thus signifies a form or -
method, and not a fixed thing itself. The recognition caught by
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“Metamorphose’” denies the industive method of F. Bacon. The
latter can catch only a mixture of examples, and does not lead us
to universal validity. On the oher hand, “Metamorphose” is differd
from the recognition of the mathematical sciences, which grasp
individual things in their pure abstraction. In contrast, Goethe tries.
to see things concretely. For Goethe, truth is not fixed, but
dynamic and hypothetical.

The test of a hypothesis is the action. Similarly, the test of an
understanding is the degree of its productivity.



