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The Concept of Substance of Leibniz

—from the viewpoint of educational human image—

Keiko Shimomura

When we study the philosophical view of Leibniz, it is important
to understand ‘the concept of substance’ which is organized under
the name of ‘Monad’. His basic problem about the First Philosophy,
or Being as Being, was ‘what is the principle of realistic individual
existences ?’ and he came to think this substance called Monad
as the most basic being.

Leibniz, who had learned ‘the substantial form’ through Schol-
asticism from Aristotle, considered ‘substance as an individual’ or
‘individual substance’ as the most basic being and ‘force’ as its
nature. The substance is, first, simple and indivisible, which has
neither extention nor shape as an individual or one (a united ‘point’
of ‘point of view’). Second, it has the inner character and activity
(symbol and desire) which differentiates a Monad from the other.
Therefore the change of the state of the substance depends not
on other Monads but on the symbol and its change of a Monad
itself, because Monad is a perfect and self-satisfying substance, a
‘non-bodily automat’.

Moreover there are differences among Monads according to its
own perfection (clearness of symbol). Each Monad is bound for
clearer symbol, spontaneously aiming at self-accomplishment, but
at the same time each is well adapted to all other Monads. We
can understand this adapted-relation by the concept of ‘compossi-
bility’ : among possible beings which pursue their self-realization,
it is only compossible beings adapted to other realized ones that
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become realistic. This is called ‘the principle of adaptation or
harmony’. With another great principle which affirms that nothing
takes place without sufficient reason, this is the answer to Leibniz’s
rnetaphysicai proposition : why does something exist rather than
nothing ? or why things should exist thus and not otherwise ?



