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Presentation of Japan in American
History Textbooks

Kikuko Kambayashi

The study aimes to examine treatments of foreign conutries
in the American history textbooks. How do American textbooks
describe the foreign countries with whom America have had the
contact in the course of her history ? The treatments of Japan
and Japanese in American history textbooks are considered as the
case in point.

For this purpose ten textbooks studies which have been produced
in America, and to which the treatments of Japan has been
referred are reported in terms of their aims, methods, and contents.

In conclusion some characteristics of American history textbooks
in their presentation of Japan are considered. They are : 1) History
textbooks are, in general, written in line with national interests
which prevailed in the time when the textbook was compiled.
2) The treatments of Japan, accordingly, change from time to time.
3) Despite the fact that the Japanese image in American history
textbooks is sterotypied to a certain degree, throuout the time,

there is a trend toward giving comprehensive presentations about
Japan.
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