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Ukita Kazutami’s Interpretation of
Imperialism and National Education

—A Genealogy of Meiji Liberalism—

by Kiyoko Takeda Cho

When we trace the intellectual history of modern Japan, we
realize that liberalism has not been understood properly and has
consistently failed to obtain its citizenship. In general, liberalism
has been misunderstood or even misinterpreted, intentionally
or unintentionally. In the intellectual history of modern Japan,
liberalism has been a stumbling block for both right wing natio-
nalism and left wing revolutionary ideologies. Liberalism has
frequently been regarded as an enemy of nationalism because it
emphasizes individual values. Some interpreted liberalism as the
unlimited expression of arbitrary desire. Some interpreted it as
synonymous with laissez faire economy of capitalism or with
anarchism. Not only the opponents of liberalism but even some of
the socalled liberals caused further misunderstanding because of
their misleading grasp of liberalism. The indigenous cultural soil
with its traditional value concepts, which lacked concern for
individual freedom, negatively colored and affected the nature of
liberalism in the process of its indigenization. On the other hand,
some types of traditional value concepts such as Wang Yang-ming’s
Confucianism or the teachings of Shinran, founder of the J&d5
Shinshii Sect, positively affected and helped its indigenization.

In view of this general situation, we need to trace the develop-
ment of liberalism in modern Japan and examine carefully the
nature and characteristics of liberalism in Japan. In the first half
of this article I briefly traced the genealogy of the rather genuine
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liberalism of the early part of the Meiji Period and then the
process of distortion and supperession of this quality through the
impact of chauvinistic nationalism. In the second half of this
article, I tried, to explore the significance of the liberalism of
Ukita Kazutami, a unique liberal who made important contributions
to liberalism during the latter part of the Meiji Era (1900—1912).
Ukita Kazutami (1859—1946), one of the Kumamoto Band
Protestants, was educated at ‘Doshisha and Yale University. He
taught briefly at Doshisha and was an outstanding, lifelong professor
at Waseda University as a scholar of the history of civilization
and political science. He also served from 1909 to 1919 as the chief
editor of 7Taiy0 (the Sun), a leading and influential monthly
magazine of that period. His essays on current affairs appearing
every month in the magazine made a great impact on the Japanese
public in the areas of constitutional democracy and universal
suffrage. Thus he helped prepare the way for Taisho Democracy.
In Japan as well as in the West in the early part of the twentieth
century imperialism was not yet a clearly defined word, though
this terminology was becoming popular as that which signified a
vital or progressive nationalism. In Japan on the one hand Kotoku
Shasui, a leading socialist (and later anarchist) published his book
Imperialism : @ Monster of the 20th Century (1901) in which he
defined, with original insight, the word imperialism as an aggressive,
dangerous nationalism woven with militarism (the warp) and
patriotism (the woof). On the other hand Tokutomi Sohd, former
advocate of heiminshugi (democracy), was beginning to propagate
“Great Japan’s Expansionism” particularly after the Sino-Japanese
War (1894—95). In England John A. Hobson published his
famous book, Imperialism (1902), but this had not yet been
introduced into Japan. Lenin’s notable essay on imperialism appeared
in 1916, fifteen years later than Kotoku’s Imperialism (1901).
During such a period Ukita wrote books and articles on
imperialism and national education from a basic interest in
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liberalism. The latter part of this article is aimed at examining
the nature of Ukita’s interpretation of imperialism and its relation
to liberalism.
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