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An Analysis of the Reasons for “Acceptance”
and “Rejection” as Revealed by an Investiga-
tion of Friend Relationships

Atsuko Fukami

The purpose of this study was to analyze the reasons for “Ac-
ceptance” and “Rejection” as derived from sociometric tests, and
to compare those reasons in terms of :

a. a study situation and a play situation (situational dif-
ferences), and
b. sex differences.

The data was obtained by administering a sociometric test to-
120 fifth-grade primary school children. The children were asked
to rate their three ‘“best-liked” and three ‘least-liked” friends.
The reasons for the children’s “Acceptance” and “Rejection,” as
indicated by the data, were then classified into ten categories
which were constructed by the author (six categories dealt with
“Acceptance’”; four with “Rejection’).

Analyzing the number of responses in each category clearly
indicated that the children’s reasons for ‘“Acceptance” and for
“Rejection” form a definite relationship to situational differences
and also to sex differences. Generally speaking, a significant
difference between boys and girls was noted for those categories
which show no situational differences. Conversely, those categories
which revealed no differences between the sexes indicated a
significant difference between the two situations.

A further analysis, by sex, of the “Acceptance” and ‘“Rejection”
differential was conducted and revealed the following :
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a. The boys’ reasons for “Acceptance” and/or “Rejection” were
likely to point the social character and/or cooperativeness of
-those he accepted or rejected. ,

b. The girls, on the other hand, were more likely to signify
‘that they placed more importance on the more delicate and
“tender emotions and other desirable personal characteristics.

The matter of categorizing the responses of the sociometric test

~which was used in this study is as discussed in the study by
“Tanaka (1956).



