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activism (1) the philosophy that regards activity, both mental
and physical, as fundamental to learning, on the grounds that (a)
activity is the essence of reality, or (b) truth is proved by testing
through in action, or (¢) the child is naturally biologically active:
syn. actualism; (2 ) the doctrine of aims that holds that creative
activity is itself the objective of education, as opposed to the view
that the ideal is a perfect or final state or condition; ( 3) in practice,
emphasis on an activity curriculum and pupil activity; (4 ) the de-
signation of the philosophy of Rudolf Christoph Euken.
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activity : any large learning situation in which children willingly
engage, because to do so is so satisfying and serves as a means of
reaching a worthwhile goal desirable to the children : usually involves
investigation, experience, and study in several related areas of kno-
wledge cogent to the problem at hand, without, however, recourse
to formal or traditional classroom procedures.

self-activity : forms of behavior arising from the interests and
desires of the individual rather than imposed from without.
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Implication of Activism as the

theory of instruction
Kazuo Isoda

The educational reorganization in the postwar Japan can be said
as one kind of ‘activity movemnt’. Especially in the earlier days,
there flourished varied forms of activity program; ‘activity cur-
riculum’, ‘free-study’, ‘discussion method’, ‘core-curriculum’ etc.
The Ministry of Education themselves proclaimed activistic the-
ory of instruction, under the name of ‘guidance of learning’
(Gakushu-shido), throughout their documents and literatures. The
activism was highly estimated as the means of democratic discipline
and integrating education with life. But before the concept of
activity could be thoroughly and pfactically elaborated, the move-
ment had been criticized and declined. So it seems necessary to
re-examine and point out the possibility and limit of the activism
as. theory of instruction. For this purpose the vast investigation
into its historical development must be done. The purpose of this
short article is to make rough orientation for the above task,
pointing out some important problems, characteritics, categories,
and concepts related to the socalled ‘activism’.



