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Concerning the Building of Tracks of
Consistency for Human Phenomena

——the relationship between ethics and education——

Kojima Gunzo

Certain consistencies found among natural phenomena are
called the laws of nature. Although we can discover these laws
it is not possible to endow them upon nature.

However, regarding human phenomena, because of the free-
dom with which all human beings are originally equipped, it is
man himself who endows the laws of consistencies. Such con-
sistencies may be called the coherence or reasonableness under
which we understand authority, order, law, the right way of
life, and the bases for control and regulation. Because of the
natural freedom with which man is equipped he is responsible
for all human phenomena and happenings, i. e., history. This
responsibility can not be discarded.

It is very difficult, however, assuming that we can call them
“human”, to find out what consistencies ought to be maintained
throughout the processes of human occurrences and actions. It
is even more difficult to travel along the coherent paths upon
which the true life of man ought fo move. I think that the
former task is one of ethics, and the latter, namely the practi-
cal building of coherent paths established upon ethics, is a task
for education.

These two tasks are seemingly carried out within two ap-
parently opposing mental attitudes; one being transcendental-
ism, the other pragmatism. Representative of transcendentalism
is Kant’s theory of “*moral law”, representative of pragmatism
is the concept of “purpose” as delineated in the philosophy of
John Dewey. Is there any reconciliation between the two?



