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From “Laissez—faire” to Planning for Freedom

Gunzo Kojima

It is well known that in 18th and 19th centuries the liberal-
ism gave rise to economic “laissez-faire”, supported by the
conviction that the pursuit of self-interest would lead to the
common well-being through the control of the Unseen Hand. As
the pursuit of self-interest was thus given a sort of moral
approval, there prevailed an extreme free competition in the
industrial world. Since the competition was carried out with the
disparity of gift and fortune, it has become naturally, so to speak,
a race without handicap or a match without weight limit. And
it resulted in the survival of the fittest and produced, from
humane point of view, a very severe and cruel scene.

From about the beginning of this century an effort has been
made to save the liberalism from this bankruptcy and self
contradiction. This liberalism of 20th century is accompanied
with the idea that one should impose a voluntary restriction on
his freedom so that “an equally shared freedom” might be
secured to all people. It aims at a deliberate social planning,
which is certainly a “planning for freedom.” This means that
man has started to take responsibility for the task of control
which was expected for the Unseen Hand. Therefore this
planning is a social and group effort in view of an ideal image
of society. These efforts are toward the reconstruction of the
society as ‘“an integrated whole”’, where no one is alienated and
everyone can enjoy the equal share of freedom.

However, since man exists as a part encompassed by this
whole, the problem is how to interpret properly the vision of
the whole, and how to grasp correctly the aims of social plann-
ing which will actualize the vision.



