1N MR

Bk %/ 55E 5% HASCRIC T o8k, HiE, 53

A—FAF—=F = VTAIAT - TT)—=
(5t CGSH R Bh )

20224F11H13H (1) &14H (H) ICHEBEEEHERFY = v ¥ -tk v ¥ —
TSk % /5% BARSURIC B AR, W, 3] Lvw) R TT A
ML 720 THHIZ, ERNAATHREL TOAHACEMELE 2 BREL T X
FIBIT AR, M, BAOERIIOWTOFHEHFZDITHONZ, 2HHIZ, Zh
LDOT—IHEREZ LT TV LIFRRMIK S LG4+ 32— F K, Z ANOEROX %
M UT, 5l&HEE Sk % DLW o 72,

T IAVTRBESNIARA XY M2, HEOARLR LT, #0250z
b7z 8AvTz, THHOA XY MIFEFEE HARE (FRERMA X)), 2H BHox)
RITHAFEO A TR S 172,

1MHI3H () 1217825208 T5HOEEOR. fdmsfrbhsz. &
POFEEE TEHBRKETHEL P> T L ARFHTFIRTH o720 AFTKRITE
FEEBEXFR—H720 LOHAXFOOI] (14, 20134F) % [H7R
WL LTo (BREH)] WAEEIE, 20214F) 2L, BREFAICELE
BCCEze —T7, 2009 4EICFIAT S N7z TR IE o b 0P H A i1y
FEICADYEEMED] GHHEAL) Tl ICFIc B et b (FLE. BAL K
Wi TR E) ORREBRES T2 SHOY VRY 2 ATEHARTILCHIZBIT S
TR, HEE, BFICOWTHEE L,

XY Fa—ty IV RETIY—AMICTHRLF 2 KR LT~y Y - C- =%
YRS LR LIESCFIC BT 2 /o H k% i U T & 720 Writing Pregnancy In
Low Fertility Japan (University of Hawai'i Press, 2016 4%) T3 5-#¥F & 1. @5
W mmdatt, MERFRAT S0 A S BURIC AT T HAROLHAER 25
TR B L O E R AT L7z, S5 F T, NIRRT [&AIEHRE » A
(LR, 20144F) % LIS HHEICO W TR U7z,

135



136 | Gender and Sexuality vol.18

SAHOREEZE. Ay 7 AT+ — FRETHERAARLFO#EME LTHEOR
WHOFRRE LTHHEL WL T7)TF - TV T 48 - TV TIRTH o7z,
EBEEHRFEDOY v ¥ =gt v ¥ =BT H 57U 74 H - TAHTF
Rid, BABRNGIC BT 2 FETCORSR, 22 UHET 2 N2>
WCHIZE L TB Y . AT LR T7LE 98] (CrEiktik, 20084F) R HlER
A R rtt. 20084F) (2B 3 23 Cd 5 EL7ze KA NV P TIERR
Flo KEG. HBRICESERD 22 S/NUHE T Tkeie] (M) #risth. 2018
) BEIUOBHET [/ Fo—4] ([BIEbeALbLOWD EZA] PIATH
Bt 20164F) 12OV TR L7z,

WKIZAZ ) TOM) JRETHRGE - HRXFEAHR LT VT - ARy F 4K
GRS T2 8T (FEEEE. 20204F) () BIF, Hmx o 2 EHEY
WLFELELTo [BIER] 1ICOoWTHR LIz, ARy 4 KIS HIPIE R
Ky &Rl ARBRLZYSCHICB 2 ERBM P II =7 — v a VHEil & &
WL D vy —BRETIET 255, FIREKLE L THIFERL TWwb, 20224
ARy FF UL B [ZEFIR] oA &) 7RERAHAT S 7z,

WBEICANY MRASOBOLLT A4 T - 770 —= K (EEE) OFERIT
bivize ANy MM EBEFARS Y « v 5 —get v 5 B Ch o 75
Elx, BE, BBKETI 47 - A7 T4 — AR ARBRLEEZHZ T b, F
7eAHEDERRMIER 2 &% HOICHERBUR LA BT BRIk, & 0 b SRR
WZOWTHIFEL T b A XY b CTREFUIGE L 7 7 0Bl 6 I [958
D2 T) (BEERL, 20204E) 2B BBADERICOWTH L7z

LETOREPKD oI, EBRIFEHRFTHASE, HXF, Yovy—H
e E OB Ao TV B EREEIN (CGSHlt v ¥ —&) 874 XA v
b UCEmMICIb o720 Tz, WAICHEINE QR %31 T, SIE b Hin
BV RSB L 72,

117148 (H) 4> 516 FE T, EREIKE LGS+ 2 -7 REBHE L,
FiEICH] & & ORI BI 2R, HEE, BILORRICOWTEZ 2% %
iF7z,

IR, [ETLoBIFSA] (20124) THILE [LIZLA2LD72HD
RISLHFE | KEZZHLTHLL, IhNvH Ty B35 A0E] (E %



ANVNRE : BifZ /1555 BEXZICHEIBER. HE. &I | 137

HOL] FiSCE, 20134F). [ FICAT& F L& o) (EREIE. 2014 4).
[OEhEDRXA~) GHBEBR, 20154), [v~7b 0Tl k] UhEAE,
20164F), Mz favCTHICIRS] (GCEEHTK, 20184F) 7 &\ [RE] #Hwv7z
EMD L\ 2020402 [HEFL] &9 7 — < R LSRRI 2 4 T 5 KR
N T O <) RS 7ze 20224512 HIZ [FLEO 12Tl O/
LFATS I, RS VR Y 7 MEE L AHA T AR 2 E Wz,

HE = 7 — Z G, 2004 R 1272 —1E [Aovy 7 2%%9 2] (it
Brtt) THARTEE 2 ZE Lz, FESHEIR2BIFFNE OB L b %572,
[T 7] GridmEHtt, 20064), [ZoMIEZAMTIRTEHI S %
W] GrEE, 20104F) . 9 LW BEEE] CCEERFk, 20174F) & &, #E ok
MERELTVD, [VRYOR] (MHEREHT. 20194) 2 [RA0F] (A
ROY =2 ¥ —%%E %] HIHE, 20204), vk [HTIERL T,
B 2] GUMEEHL, 20174) &, BREBOIAERIS W,

BRIR & IIE R ORI RO P T, 30 = IS BT 28R - 1E - BAOALS
T HARMRIIBI Y 2 vy B, v a7V - Tay s 07 AL
A/ 54y (SRHR : k& AFHIZBIS 2 e S HERD . FEAE CHHETRIL S
DAEZCBILr T T (RKE] X0 [ERKE] THWRShTEZ [#
Bl L[] (BrviE T & THHRD L) s 7T =400 ThE
M Tbi .

DURTIT AN o TY o ST v Y - TlkimE S R B L. BRIRIK
O AENICT] BLUWIFKO [RILOEFE] 234 L —HICHATY
Pzo ANV MYH, BHAMOLTRIHEDORE 4 & M ER BT 5 - M
bdhh., L) —EEROMBENRE 2R L o7,

BB RYVRT T AE HIRT S 6, BET L9 BRES5 25 540
MIRER R T A LR HE LTV LA L, WIERRE % 6 2 d o 72k,
FEARANY NTHEONLE D 72HERL 72 SAFHET H I EIZER Lz, 72
LA, WHES., FELEE, AEDERZ . S F SF 2 ERIESETbN:
RELHEMIGEIN TRV, 5T, RANY MTlE, R, HE, BHLew
)T BBOBIEALEY) R, SESELR [ (1) 254 2HKL
CEL AT 2L F )=, FPIVAV 2T —DANLADNEIZBIT S



138 | Gender and Sexuality vol.18

A, . 23 (B IEm T v, FoRHEICRIT 2 WRE S HLY) 1
LT, SRR, T, 27 —~ICT2WfFeoi L. Fke
WRELFICH 2T 5 LD D B o



139

Event report
Narrating Bodies: Pregnancy, Childbirth, and

Breastfeeding in Japanese Literature

Coordinator: Letizia GUARINI

(Former Assistant Professor, CGS)

On November 13" and 14%, 2022, the Center for Gender Studies (CGS) at
International Christian University (ICU) hosted a virtual symposium on the
representation of pregnancy, childbirth, and breastfeeding in Japanese
literature. On the first day, from 17:00 to 20:30, we welcomed prominent
scholars in the field of Japanese literature. On the second day, from 14:00 to
16:00, Fukazawa Ushio and Yamazaki Nao-Cola joined us to discuss the
representation of bodies and families in their literary works.

On the first day, this online event was conducted in Japanese and English
with simultaneous interpretation; the conversation between Fukazawa Ushio
and Yamazaki Nao-Cola was held only in Japanese. The webinar was open to
the public, and participants from both Japan and abroad joined it.

We started our symposium with Dr. Saeko Kimura’s presentation. Recently,
Dr. Kimura, a professor at Tsuda University, has extensively published on
post-disaster literature; her publications include the book Post-Disaster
Literature: Toward a New Japanese Literature (Seidosha, 2013) and ‘Post-disaster
Literature” as World Literature (Akashi Shoten, 2021). She is also the author of
the book Breasts for Whom? Sexuality and Authority in Japanese Medieval Tales
(Shinyosha, 2009). In her presentation, she discussed the representation of
pregnancy, childbirth, and breastfeeding in classical Japanese literature.

Dr. Kimura’s talk was followed by Dr. Amanda C. Seaman’s discussion of
the problem of pain in Kawakami Mieko’s Pregnancy Diary (Kimi wa akachan,

Bungeishunjii, 2014). Dr. Seaman is a prominent scholar in the field of body
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representation in Japanese literature. She is also the author of the book Writing
Pregnancy in Low Fertility Japan (University of Hawai’i Press, 2016), where she
explored the representation of pregnancy and childbirth in the texts of Yosano
Akiko, Tsushima Yuko, Kakuta Mitsuyo, and Tadano Miako, among others.

After a short break, we started our second session with Dr. Juliana Buritica
Alzate. Dr. Buritica Alzate is a Departmental Lecturer of Modern Japanese
Literature at the University of Oxford and a literary translator; she is also a
research fellow at the Center for Gender Studies at ICU. In her research, she
explores representations of parenting and related embodied experiences in
contemporary Japanese fiction, such as Kawakami Mieko’s Chichi to ran
(Bungeishunjt, 2008) and Kirino Natsuo’s Tokyo Jima (Shinchosha, 2008). In her
presentation, she analyzed the relationship between breastfeeding, folklore,
and nature in Oyamada Hiroko’s ‘Spider Lilies” (Higanbana, trans. Juliet
Winters Carpenter, Granta, 2014) and Matsuda Aoko’s “Enoki” (Enoki no issho,
trans. Polly Barton, Granta, 2020).

Dr. Anna Specchio, a research fellow in Japanese language and literature
at the University of Turin, Italy, discussed the representation of fake pregnancy
in Yagi Emi’s Diary of a Void (Kashin techo, trans. Lucy North and David Boyd,
Harvill Secker, 2022). Dr. Specchio’s research focuses on the use of
communication technologies and reproduction technologies in contemporary
Japanese women’s writing, such as Murata Sayaka and Wataya Risa. Her Italian
translation of Yagi Emi’s novel was published in 2022.

Finally, Dr. Letizia Guarini, who was also the coordinator of the event,
analyzed the “breast-is-best” ideology and care in Fukazawa Ushio’s In the
Country of Breasts (Chibusa no kuni de, Futabasha, 2020). At the time of the
event, Dr. Guarini was Assistant Professor at CGS; she is now an Assistant
Professor at Hosei University, where she teaches queer theory and Japanese
contemporary literature. Her research focuses on the father/daughter
relationship in the works of contemporary authors such as Kakuta Mitsuyo

and YU Miri.
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After the end of the second session, we welcomed our discussant, Dr.
Natsumi Ikoma. Dr. Ikoma is a professor of Japanese literature, contemporary
British literature, feminist theory, comparative literature, and gender studies
at ICU and vice-director of CGS. Her recent research focuses on the narrative
of posthuman/postwoman in, and about Japan. Dr. Ikoma’s comments and
questions were followed by the Q&A section; albeit the circumstances that
forced us to hold this event online, participants actively joined our discussion.

On November 14", we continued talking about the representation of
pregnancy, childbirth and breastfeeding with authors Fukazawa Ushio and
Yamazaki Nao-Cola.

Fukazawa Ushio made her literary debut in 2012 with the story “Kanae
no obasan,” which was awarded the By Women for Women Restricted-18
Literary Prize (Onna ni yoru onna no tame no R-18 bungakusho) and later
included in Hansaran. Ai suru hitobito (published in 2013 by Shincho Bunko
with the title En wo yu hito). Fukazawa is also the author of Ranchi ni ikimasho
(Tokuma Shoten, 2014), Hitokado no chichi e (Asashi Shinbun Shuppansha, 2015),
Mamatachi no gekokujo (Shogakukan, 2016) and Umi o daite tsuki ni nemuru
(Bungeishunjt, 2018). In her long novel Chibusa no kuni de (2020), she tackled
the issues of breastfeeding and motherhood. The paperback edition of this
novel, published in 2022, contains a commentary written by Dr. Saeko Kimura,
who was one of the panelists of this two-day symposium.

Yamazaki Nao-Cola made her debut in 2004 with the novel Hito no sekkusu
o warau na (Kawade Shobo Shinsha), which was awarded the Bungei Prize and
nominated for the Akutagawa Prize. Yamazaki’s novels include Ukiyo de ranchi
(Kawade Shobo Shinsha, 2006), Kono yo wa futari gumi de wa dekiagaranai
(Shinchosha, 2010) and Utsukushii kyori (Bungeishunjt, 2017) among many
others. Ribon no otoko (Kawade Shobo Shinsha, 2019) and “Funyt no yume”
(included in Nikutai no jenda o warau na, Shtieisha, 2020) are only some examples
of Yamazaki’s depiction of new types of family life.

In their conversation, Fukazawa Ushio and Yamazaki Nao-Cola discussed
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not only pregnancy, childbirth, and breastfeeding in literary fiction, but also
gender norms in Japanese society, sexual reproductive health and rights
(SRHR), care, and the categories of “mother” and “father” (or “woman” and
“man”) that have been self-evident within the modern family.

Prior to the symposium, CGS held a reading group, where we discussed
Fukazawa’s Chibusa no kuni de and Yamazaki’s “Funyt no yume” with ICU
students. On the day of the event, there were questions about the names of the
characters, specific scenes, and other details, providing an opportunity to
further deepen understanding of the works.

While this symposium aimed at discussing the stories of pregnant bodies,
birth-giving bodies, and breastfeeding bodies, there are many stories, as well
as many bodies, that were not the subject of our study; hence, some writers,
such as Uchida Shungiku, Ito Hiromi, Kakuta Mitsuyo, to name a few, were
not included in our analysis. Moreover, while this event addressed the themes
of pregnancy, childbirth, and breastfeeding from various perspectives and
explored a variety of “narrating bodies,” unfortunately, the analysis of queer
women, non-binary and trans people’s experiences of reproduction, childbirth,
and childrearing, as well as the analysis of narratives about abortion, were not
covered. Yet, we need to emphasize that there are other bodies and other
narratives of pregnancy, childbirth, and breastfeeding that deserve more

scholarly attention.



