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About the Rainbow Award for Gender and
Sexuality Studies (RAGSS)

Kana TAKAMATSU
(CGS Member)

The Rainbow Award for Gender and Sexuality Studies was established by
Professor Kazuko Tanaka, who found the Center for Gender Studies (CGS).
The award’s purpose is to recognize outstanding gender and sexuality-related
research in B.A., M.A., or Ph.D. dissertations submitted to the ICU and
encourage further development of gender and sexuality studies.

Several outstanding papers were nominated for the academic year 2019.
The winner was finally selected for Homma Misaki’s senior thesis, “To Make
the Feminization of Poverty Visible and to Solve the Poverty of Single-Parent
Families in Japan: Comparison of Policies for Single-Parent Households
between Japan and the United Kingdom.” This senior thesis focused on why
poverty rates are high and continue to be high in Japan, although single-parent
families” employment rate is high compared to other countries. The paper
examines the social security policies based on statistical data and a comparison
of Japan and the U.K. It points out that gender-discriminatory social security
policies in Japan are an obstacle to fair redistribution and poverty reduction.
The data are carefully examined from a gender perspective, and this thesis was

awarded the Rainbow Award for Gender and Sexuality Studies in AY2019.



