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ABSTRACT
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This article aims at examining an emerging learning outcome assessment methodology and an approach to
nurturing critical thinking abilities in higher education by examining the case of a General Education course
in Environmental Studies conducted between 2019 and 2022 as part of the OECD’s international project on
visualization of learning outcome of higher education on creativity and critical thinking. As a methodology,
we conducted a statistical analysis to examine the perceived competencies before and after the course as

well as students’ reflections after the course on their initial competencies and conducted a focus group
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interview with selected students in four domains of inquiring, imagining, acting, and reflecting. Given the

results, we confirmed the effectiveness of the three-point assessment. Furthermore, the study implies that the

consistency and continuity in the curriculum design and opportunities for students to practice and act on

their critical thinking are essential for habituation of critical thinking and realizing its spiral learning process.
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