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Foreword

Hiroshi Okawa

Director of Institute for Educational Research and Service

The Institute for Educational Research and Service (IERS) at ICU was founded
in March 19583. Since the College of Liberal Arts was established in April of that
year, the activities of the IERS began before its establishment. At the beginning of
the first issue of Educational Studies, published in May 1955, there is a note entitled
“The Aims and Programs of ICU Institute for Educational Research and Service,
written by Professor Daishiro Hidaka, who was the first director of the program. To
summarize Professor Hidaka's remarks: Democracy was established through major
social reforms after the conclusion of World War Il. However, a new approach to
education was necessary to cultivate and nurture the spirit of democracy, and for
that purpose, it was necessary to train teachers who understood and mastered
the principles of democratic education. Under such circumstances, ICU decided
to establish the Graduate School of Education to contribute to the education for
democracy. ICU's graduate school aimed to function as: (1) a research institution, (2)
an educational institution, and (3) a service institution. Of these three functions, the
IERS fulfills the first and third functions.

One of the main objectives of establishing ICU was to train teachers who
fostered citizens of a new democratic society and promoted academic research
in education. Therefore, special emphasis was placed on the enhancement of the
IERS as the predecessor of the graduate school. The three functions advocated
by Professor Hidaka decades ago have been achieved today through the organic
collaboration of the College of Liberal Arts with its teacher certification program,
the Graduate School of Education, and the IERS.

Looking back on IERS's history. | discovered my academic advisor, Professor
Kazuie Sanuki, was appointed to ICU as an assistant of the IERS in April 1954 and
became a lecturer one year later. Educational Studies, Vol. 31 (February 1989),
was the 35" anniversary issue and published in time for the 35t anniversary
symposium. In that volume, | found Professor Sanuki's article, “ldealism and Passion
of the First Director, Professor Hidaka,” and was deeply moved by the ideals and
passions of my predecessors.
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The Institute for Educational Research and Service will celebrate its 70t
anniversary in March 2023. | believe that it is the mission of those who inherit the
business of their predecessors to identify and tackle future issues, and that doing
so will be a way to honor their academic legacy.

| am very pleased to be able to publish Educational Studies Vol. 64. This is the
result of the efforts of many people. | would like to express my sincere gratitude to
the authors, reviewers, and editors.
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