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Distinct Features of Foreign-Relations Activities of

Okinawa Prefecture

<Summary>

Norio Naka

The history and culture of Okinawa are often said as “distinct.” The
foreign-relations activities of Okinawa Prefecture also display distinct features
as compared to those of the other 13 prefectures in which U.S. military bases
are stationed in Japan.

In the current study, along with an investigation of relevant documents,
telephone interviews with officials in the U.S. military base affairs division
of 13 prefectures were conducted in 2001, 2011, and 2019. After close
investigation on those data, it was found that only Okinawa Prefecture has
regular meetings between the Japanese government and U.S. military with
regard to U.S. military bases, and regular visits for lobbying U.S. government
officials, Congress members, and experts on U.S military base issues in
Okinawa.

To interpret the results of the data analysis, several theoretical frameworks,
such as the complex interdependence model, “intermestic politics model,”
and the writers “resolving matrix model,” are suggested. However, further

concrete analysis of the political processes will be necessary.
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