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Some Impressions of the Unesco Regional Corference
of Ministers of Education in Asia

(English Résumé)
Daishiro Hidaka

As one of the delegate-partners of Japan I attended the Unesco
regional Conference of Ministers of Education in Asia held April 2
through 11, 1962 in Tokyo under the co-sponsorship of Unesco,
ECAFE and the Japanese Government. This is a report on my
impressions of the meeting.

1. The aim of the conference was to re-examine and work toward
the realization of the Karachi plan, which calls for the development
of the program of compulsory primary education throughout Asia
by 1980.

2. The agenda of the conference included : (i) Reports on progress of
the year program from each of the participating nations, (ii) Dis-
cussion on the Unesco activity program for 1963—64, (iii) Reports
and discussion on the nations which could be met through inter-
national grant-in-aid programs.

3. At the general meeting, it became clear that the main difficulty
in realizing the plan lies in the lack of fundamental tools and
materials for school education in most of countries. Tow committees
were organized at the meeting to discuss: (i) the possibility of
developing systems of education which comprises teacher training
programs, (ii) the relationship of educational program development
and economic development.

4. Main items of the conference resolution and statement included :
(i) Impact of the Karachi Plan upon the educational planning of
each country, (ii) National educational policy and contribution to
the economic development of Asia, (iii) Aims of educational invest-
ment, (iv) Expansion and realization of the Karachi Plan, (v) Pro-
ject and technique of education, (vi) Request for international.

5. I realized the necessity of positive participation of Japan in
the development of Asian education. As one step toward such
international participation I would personally like to suggest the
establishment in Japan of a research and training center for audio-
visual education in Asia.



