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A Comparative Study of Japanese and Korean College Students’
Response to Gratitude

Hye-Gyeong OHE, Myeong-Hee KIM

This research focuses on how speakers respond to expressions of gratitude in Japanese
and Korean from a contrastive perspective. This analysis of the DCT data from Japanese and
Korean college students targets how they perform linguistic strategies in the speech situations
of gratitude. The results show that the college students from each country used a variety
of linguistic strategies in responding to gratitude reflecting the degree of the interlocutors’
relationship, indebtedness, intimacy and social status. Some strategies were misinterpreted
causing misunderstanding: Korean students chose “request of reward for their kindness” as
a strategy with their close friends while Japanese students regarded the response to the same
situation as impolite or rude. This study can enable the learners of Japanese and Korean to
perform appropriate linguistic strategies by considering a variety of social factors in the situation

of gratitude.

(Ohe: International Christian University, Kim: Sundai College of Business & Foreign Languages)



