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The Career Formation Process of a Thai Secondary School
Japanese-Language Teacher: An Analysis Using the Trajectory
Equifinality Approach

Ai NISHINO
Yukari TSUBONE
Naomi HATTA
Abstract

This study aims to illustrate the 15-year career formation process of a Thai secondary school
teacher of the Japanese language, referred to as “A,” who majored in Japanese-language
education and became a teacher after graduation. In order to reveal the factors that influenced
A’s career choices, this study uses the trajectory equifinality approach. The official support
provided by the Japanese government is also analyzed as a factor. The analysis reveals that A’s
interactions with the Thai environment (society, history, and culture) created a sense of value
which influenced A’s decision to be a teacher. Those values are classified as follows: 1) a career
as a secondary school teacher can lead to a better life; 2) the career is rewarding because it
involves student growth; and 3) the career is rewarding because of opportunities for professional
development. The official support provided by the Japanese government is one of the factors that

influenced A’s career choices.

(Nishino: International Christian University, Tsubone: Osaka

University of Tourism, Hatta: Japan Foundation)



