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This article aims at examining the social role of higher education to nurture global citizenship in the
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context of accelerated globalization. The research took the case study approach to 4 liberal arts colleges in
the United States for the purpose of understanding the underlining perception and institution that support the
innovative cases. In concrete terms, two research questions were posed: How do the colleges integrate civic
engagement at the global level into the education programs?; and how do they design and implement the
programs as an institution? The author conducted the semi-structured interviews with 24 faculty and staff
members in total and analyzed the documents of four colleges in February-April, 2018. The study revealed
four common characteristics across the four colleges, namely, 1) a combination of institution-led, faculty-led,
and student-led approaches; 2) intentional programs that attempt to avoid savior complex and cultural
tourism; 3) intentional integration of common issues that link the local level with the global level into various
education, research, and training programs for faculty, staff, and students, and; 4) consistency in university
mission and the institutional, educational, and financial measures to enhance civic engagement at the global
level. In sum, various actors are collaboratively promoting the concept of global citizenship in education,
training, research, and service with shared ownership, with the different degrees and dynamics across the
four colleges.
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