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This paper talks about what role the US has had through the English learning, and how it contributed to the
settlement and the development of proficiency of English in Korea. It has been aiming for English up to the
present of English education in Korea, right from the beginning; there were American teachers, special guest
teachers for teaching English at the first modern School of Korea, and American missionaries who
established very first private schools and taught Korean students English through English in a small group
using American school textbooks. US army military government in Korea formulated the first plans for
English education at Korean school before Korean government formation after liberation. It also surveys the
historical background of English teaching in Korea. It is divisible into three distinct periods: (1) Dawning,
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the late period of Chosun, (2) Downturn, Japanese colonial era, and (3) Development process since 1945.

This may help us to be equipped with the awareness and understanding of the main issues in English

education in Korea and its implication for the language education. English education in Korea has not existed

as an international language but as a necessary language for success in Korean society.
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