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an inadequate philosophy. It has assumed that the scientific method and
spirit are an adequate guide in the pursuit of knowledge. The difficulty
with this assumption is that science as such can have no sense of the
meaning of life or of history. It must therefore either seek to develop
an “importiality ” and “objectivity ” which remains neutral to all
“values ” and every sense of meaning by which men integrate their
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of battle or in the struggle of resistance.” (Sept. 1946 Switzerland).
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Philip E. Jacob: Changing Values in College Students, New York, 1957
John E.Smith: Value Convictions and Higher Education, New Haven, 1958
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“Haven’t you yourself experienced fall into a ditch, even when
you carried a lantern? Well, while you are here in- this country,
remember that whether you are in college, in a store, or simply
ameong friends, people unite in doing things, and this is called
co-operation. At home we still carry our individual lanterns,
which is more expensive and less safe; we do things in lantern
style, for we have not yet learned to work and play together. We
have not brought you America merely to develop your intellect;
if that were your only aim, you could find in Japan more to
study than you could absorb in your lifetime. Here your real
education willb e outside of books and college walls, And another
thing—you will come in contact with many great petsonaliti?i.;’
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“It is, indeed, my earnest desire and sincere prayer that I may
one day be able to do something for my God and for my country
in Sapporo. More than two years ago, whﬂe I was still teaching
there, 1 thought strongly of founding a school for the benefit of
the people. My idea of a Sapporo Academie is that it should
accommodate three kinds of pupils; (1) old or full grown men,
to whom lectures should be given in Japanese, on History, Eco-
nomy, Agriculture and Natural Science; (2) boys and youths who
wish to prepare themselves for Colleges or University and yet who
can_ndt regularly attend the Yobiko; (3) night school for the
rugged children for poor parents, laborers’ boys etc..:-:-- Never
has this idea of education left my mind. Even in buying books
here, I always have this object in view.’(’l)
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“My favorite dreams for Sapporo are now the establishment
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with reading room, and if necessary (?) Girls Schoo]é’)’
¢
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Educational Thought and Activities of Nitobe Inazo
(English Résumé)

Kiyvo Takeda Cho

In the development of educational thought in modern Japan,
the predominant emphasis was nationalistic and utilitarian. How-
ever, if we closely examine the trend of educational thought and
activities which contributed to promote and realize the respect of
individuality or development of personality, we find a few peaks,
such as (1) the concept of human right advocated by Fukuzawa
Yukichi and other thinkers of the period of Bunmeikaika; (2)
Christian concept of man as expressed in the education of Christian
(mission) schools, most of which were started by the middle of
Meiji period; (3) liberal education during the period of Taisho
Democracy ; and (4) the post war democratic concept of educa-
tion expressed in the Basic Law of Education which replaced
the Imperial Rescript on Education.

In this picture I find Dr. Nitobe Inazo (1862-1933) as an
unique and significant figure. Having been a product of Sapporo
Band, one of three fountain heads of Protestantism in Japan, he
was the promoter and leader of the liberal education of the period
of Taisho Democracy. At the same time he represented the in-
digenous root of democratic thought which helped to undergird
the reformation of education in the post war Japan. Among those
educators and scholars who have played decisive roles in the de-
mocratization of education are found an impressive list of Nitobe’s
desciples.

Dr. Nitobe was known world-wide as the author of “ Bushido ”
and many other books. He was a great Christian leader who has
contributed much to international and intercultural understanding
as a “bridge over the Pacific Ocean”. His way of bridging the
Western and Oriental culture, or Christianity and the Japanese
mind, was unique, being similar to but somewhat different from
syncretism. His personality and insight suggest an unique pattern
in the attempts for the modernization of Japan.

This article constitutes a part of my study on his thought in
general and deals with the significance of his educational thought
and activities as a great reformer of government higher education,
as the first president of Tokyo Woman’s Christian College and
supporter of many other girls’ schools, as the founder of a night
school for young laborers as well as popular author and lecturer
of national fame.



