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Process of Learner’s Questioning in Japanese Language Classrooms

Mutsumi YOSHIDA

Abstract

Recently, studies about classroom interaction have been focusing on learner side
communication. This study aims to explore the learner’s questioning process and characteristics
from the following cases: questions which couldn’t be asked perfectly, change of classroom
discourse pattern with questioning, and problem solving with other leaner’s answers. Analysis for
this study was performed on data taken from practical classroom discourse. Teacher’s questioning
has been traditionally considered to be the basic unit underlying most methods of classroom
teaching. However, this study focuses on questioning from the learner’s side. Finally, an original
conclusion of this research revealed the importance of mumbling and imperfect questioning in
influencing the questioner and others in the classroom to begin further questioning and improve

the learning environment.

(International Christian University)
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