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Usage of “ee” Uttered by Women in Literary Works: A Reading of
Nobuko by Miyamoto Yuriko, Aru Onna by Arishima Takeo and
Hana Monogatari by Yoshiya Nobuko

Yasuko KANAYAMA
Rica NINOMIYA

Abstract

This research examined the usage of the response “ee” in Nobuko (1924-1926), Aru Onna
(1911-1913), and Hana Monogatari (1916-1924). The following aspect was found in these three
works: only women used “ee” in daily conversation. In other words, men used “ee” in formal
conversation only. In contrast, women used “ee” in both everyday conversation and formal
conversation. Therefore, for men, “ee” is a formal responsive expression, whereas for women, “ee”
can be used in both everyday conversation and formal conversation.

As these results support the findings of the 2018 research on Chijin no ai (1924-1926), we
concluded that the research captures, to a certain degree, the usage and characteristics of “ee”
from 1911 to 1924 (the late Meiji era to the Taisho era).

In the conclusion, further research questions are presented, which include an investigation on

the historical changes of “ee” and an investigation on the usage of “ee” in our present time.

(Kanayama: International Christian University, Ninomiya: Chuo university)
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