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This research aims to describe the current situation of minzokugakkyu, cultural classes which are
performed to learn about and build a Korean ethnic identity for zainichi Korean students at public schools in
Japan, by reviewing literature, fieldwork research and interviews with the interested parties. It first gives a
brief description of the historical background, the process of how minzokugakkyu came to be set up and
established in the public education system in Japan with reference to the literature. It then also considers the
possibilities and limitations of ethnic education in minzokugakkyu. As for zainichi Korean students,
participation in minzokugakkyu class means entering a new Ethnicity World, where the rules of the world are
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different from outside. They practice the rules of the New World; they use different names and call each

other with the names, honmyo which means a Korean style name. It is considered as a strong evidence for

the students to promote their zainichi Korean identity. Some raise a question of the outcome of

minzokugakkyu because the students do not use their honmyo outside the classroom. Identity, however, is

fluid and flexible throughout the adulthood years, therefore minzokugakkyu allows zainichi Korean students

to have an experience to reconstruct their ethnic identities in interaction with the environments throughout

their life.
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