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Foreword

John C. Maher

Director of Institute for Educational Research and Service

A critical appraisal of how society educates its people, its citizens, is the core
purpose of educational research. Therefore, the explicit aim of this academic
journal Eaucational Studies is to gain a better understanding of educational theory
and programmes and objectives, to investigate particular educational phenomena
and indicate possible effective action, to become involved in current educational
discussion and debate. Eaucational Studies is interdisciplinary. Topics range across
the fields of philosophy and psychology, media, language, and other fields. There
is good reason for this. In 1972, UNESCO published a famous report on education
entitled ‘Learning to Be.” The report expressed the fear of dehumanization of
the world, associated with material progress. One of its main messages was that
education should ‘enable each person to be able to solve his own problems, make
his own decisions and shoulder his own responsibilities." Educational Studies is
interdisciplinary because educational research is a humanistic enterprise. It is
nothing if it does not speak to the human condition.

This journal serves the university and its purpose. A university is about
information and formation. It strives to communicate ways of looking at and
interpreting reality, the world. It strives also to form: to promote particular values.
Compassion, self-reliance, respect for learning, the courage to speak and think,
independence, collaboration, intellectual curiosity are among these values. A
university, by informing and forming students, hopes that they, in turn, can help
transform our world. A university journal, therefore, serves a special university role.
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