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Aspect of the Responsive Expression, “ee” through Literature:
A Reading of “Chijin no Ai” by Junichiro Tanizaki

Yasuko KANAYAMA, Rica NINOMIYA

This research examines the gender differences regarding the response “ee” and its
characteristics as uttered by women throughout the novel “Chijin no ai” written by Junichiro
Tanizaki.

The results show that “ee” uttered by women is used in both everyday conversations and
formal conversations, whereas “ee” uttered by men is limited to the latter. Moreover, “ee” uttered

EENT3

by women is often followed by sentence-final particles, “wa,” “no/noyo,” and “no,” which carry
out the function of a feminine role language. This relationship between “ee” and these particles

indicates that “ee” may function as a role language.



