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4.1.2. REBROMWY:

ZOHTIE, MTFEEDVPREBSNE 2B REL ZEIF 05 oo
FOEF L, REBUF L OBREREET 5. BEEE BIROREHZD
THRRERR L. 1998 4FICK LB FRER SO [HH3C). RO [EE
H]l 2&BLTUT)o FEBZOEFIZHL, b=— - T N= M, K
JEFRIZDOWTIRD L) IZRE#E L T b,

In China house churches are overwhelmingly biblical; they are
simply groups of evangelical Christians meeting independently
in homes, farm-courtyards and fields. There is a strong wing who
are charismatic or Pentecostal, but they are not in the majority. In
Chinese, the term jiating jinhui is used to mean ‘house church’, often
by Christians themselves in their letters; it refers to any independent

group meeting in the home.*””

FUN= M, FEAXIEEERCTERETNLHETH DL EB#L TV
bo WoTy LREGHZICBW T, HEOTMEL BUFOEH T IZE <
TEE THESHN] &b o THE LT 2 = BEEES & TP 0 101
THLDTHL, LaL, WREME, = HEERSPEE ML
AR L TV A DICK LT, REZZOMFEEIRELEFLTBY., 20
BRI, 1956 FICHEFE SN L)V - E - KA VO & 5 EHEH
HIZIBABBDTH o7z, Tl REHKIIMF 2 EO X ) ITEFESET
DIEB D Do FEIZ, HIE L TV L HEBH, RO, RERZOFLEZO D
DEHELTVWA=ZHAEEHRIZED L) ICMELG o720 TNHI
1998 12 56K L 72 T Re D7 B SC CHGE T & %

63) Tony Lambert, China’s Christian Millions, London and Michigan: Monarch
Books, 2000, 45.
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A United Appeal of the Various Branches of the Chinese House

Church®

1. We call on the government to admit to God’s great power, and to
study seriously the new trends of development of Christianity.
The government should ask itself, if it were not for the work of
God, why would so many so [sic] churches and Christians be
raised up in China? Therefore, the judicial branch of the National
People’s Congress and the United Front system should readjust
their policies and regulations on religion lest they violate God’s

will to their own detriment.

A, BRFICHOm & % L - TR SN ENSINT 2 8B #Ho s E L
T A LT TE Y, HIZ, FHICTAHEEE RETLEND
5T EREEEL T\,

2. We call on the legal authorities to release unconditionally all
House Church Christians presently serving in Labor Reform
Camps. These include Presbyterians (who believe that if one is
saved once, he or she is always saved), the Charismatic Church,
the Local Church (incorrectly called the “Shouters” Sect”), the
Way of Life Church (also called the Full Gospel Church), the
Little Flock Church, the Pentecostal Church, Lutherans who do
not attend the Three Self churches, and the Baptist Church. They
should be released from prison if they are orthodox Christians —

as recognized by Christian churches internationally — and have

64) David Aikman, Jesus in Beijing: How Christianity Is Transforming China and
Changing the Global Balance of Power, Washington, DC: Regency Publishing, Inc,
2003, 293-294.
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been imprisoned for the sake of the Gospel.

FHNINET 2 2 & 7% < BUF A EEEGE SR H AT 12 A v T 2 48
BEPRBT AL IEHL T D, F 7 BASERHINETN R EE
IEREREE S ORBEETH L L ERL TV, FFIZ, [NbILTW 2 37
FIIM RN I EBEE L O SN TV L EERS, NTTAMNEELRED
FORICHTE L T2 2 AT RETHLHMICEITTND T LI, B
2, MROBEOFELZRHRT L LIFZ/DDOTHL, 2FDH, 20
FRIE. PENCELZHEEZ MR OPICALED T 2 MRS ERR L2
EEREKRT D,

3. There are approximately 10 million believers in the Three Self
Church but 80 million believers of the home churches in the
House Church. The House Church represents the main stream
of Christianity in China. Therefore the government should face
reality as it is. If Taiwan with its population of 22 million cannot
represent China but the Mainland can with its population with
its population of 1.2 billion, so the Three Self Church cannot
represent the Christian Church in China. The Three Self Church
is only one branch. Moreover, in many spiritual matters there
is serious deviation in the Three Self Church. The government

should clearly understand this.

ZHEEEH 2 HET 2 HKOEFIIH L0005 ANTH 205, REAR
DEERKIZB000 T ATHL L, T, ZHEEBRXTERL, REBRD
HEZARTHLEET LTV D, HEART L2EEZOMANRERIIES
BEZITHH SN SO TIERWD, FERRI=ZHFERAS AL
LTEzZRETLHED—2TH L LRO T D, ZHEEREIDPRIEH

2
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KOFHEEZHELTVHIZMLET, HOF=ZAREBZTHUREME
T2 L)% o72Z LTINS DOMFHBPRESER L2 00
5o

4. We call on the central leadership of the Chinese Communist
Party to begin a dialogue with representatives of the House
Church in order to achieve better mutual understanding, to seek
reconciliation, to reduce confrontation, and to engage in positive

interaction.

ML, BUFIS, REBR L O RO, HEHERE, AL e BL
T TWH ORI % A~ BRI 2 R A ST 5 & ) EREL T b,
MEM SR B LD CBUR &t LTz fise b, OB ISR 2 RO,
X B R TR Z ) AN EER L T b, Bl L7zdE), AT
VB RAOVIGEBERE T [0 2 DX LIS OMICHE ., fids
FOTTRANEMSAEZHF L TBONE AEE IIERITH LS 2iE %
O FEEHLONTVE (B ANDOTHIZE, X7 OE—DTH2E),
T I MEROTTE 2, ifEdD 5 ELFEMSORTHOAICH D, 25
T2E9KDLNTVE (FTVORESME, 1L 3 72984-1457) |
EFRRL72AN RERROFHIL, RS 2 B 7252184 VoG
Z72bDER->TWD,

5. We call on the government to spell out the definition of a “cult.”
The definition should be according to internationally recognized

standards and not according to whether or not people join the

65) VAT - E - RA VR [HEEAE R0 EET  EHEORES & YK
77-78¢
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Three Self Church.

6. We call on the legal authorities to end their attack on the Chinese
House Church. History has proven that attacks on Christians
who fervently preach the Gospel only bring harm to China
and its government. Therefore, the legal system should end its
practice of arresting and imprisoning House Church preachers
and believers, confining them in labor camps, or imposing fines
as punishment.

7. The Chinese House Church is the channel through which God’s
blessing come to China. The persecution of God’s children has
blocked this channel of blessing. Support of the House Church
will certainly bring God’s blessing.

We hope the government will have a positive response to
this united appeal by the House Church. The Holy Spirit has
awakened our hearts. May God bless China!

Henan Province, August 22, 1998.

AU, BIZ, B PRERE 2 EROT L 2 L FEBRIIHT S
MR 2 ks 5 2 L2 ERE L, MIEE, MoWEE B 2 L2 HIET 5
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59 EHII e FHIUE, BEL TV L2EHFICHOREZ b LO TS
BUOERTSH 5. AL, RELENOEEZPILT S L) DT
TWhA, UL, BIFOMI T 2MRE KDL EDTH ), Hi~OH
DThbo REBRIZE > T, MOPHRIL, BiiED»S < 2AExE & DH
RzlHs 22 ETHEI LN D, TOREDOEIL, BEOHE - Hif
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are persecuted, they do not hate the government, but to accept suffering

as permitted by the Lord; they endure silently; they yield to government,

66) David Aikman, Jesus in Beijing: How Christianity Is Transforming China and
Changing the Global Balance of Power, Washington, DC: Regency Publishing, Inc,
297-303.
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68) Janice Wickeri ed. Chinese Theological Review: 14. San Anselmo CA: Foundation
for Theological Education in South East Asia, 2000, 155.

69) David Aikman, Jesus in Beijing: How Christianity Is Transforming China and
Changing the Global Balance of Power, Washington, DC: Regency Publishing, 6-7.
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