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The proponents for parental and community participation in school management argue for its great
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potentials to nurture transparency of information and culture of mutual respect and for jointly pursuing
improvement of school by sharing vision, process, and results. The numerous case studies around the world
indicate that individual and organizational behavioral changes are critical to increase the level of
participation. Senegal institutionalized a school management committee (Comités de Gestion d’Ecole: CGE)
for the purpose of improving quality of education by promoting community participation in school
management in 2002. This research note aims to examine the roles of the CGE in quality improvement of
primary school education in Senegal. Having conducted interviews with principals and CGE members and a
questionnaire survey with teachers in 8 primary schools in Fatick and Ti¢s, the author found that CGE
transformed the teacher-centered school education to more participatory school education with collaborative
attitudes towards information sharing and problem-solving. Nevertheless, in urban areas where competition
exists between public and private schools as well as remedial learning in and out of school, the opposite
causality to the existing theory seems apparent: that is, the academic achievement of school induces
participation and collaboration and not vice versa. Further study will be required to examine how learning
opportunities outside the public school system influence the way of parental and community participation in

school management.
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