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ABSTRACT
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This study investigated whether native and non-native Japanese speakers process Japanese mimetics (sound
symbolism) based on language-specific or language-universal linguistic rules. In particular, this study focused
on the perception patterns of palatalized and non-palatalized mimetics. Hamano (1986, 1998) pointed out that

palatalized sounds within a Japanese mimetic (e.g., /katya-katya/) often convey an uncontrollable, childish,
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or extreme feel when compared to its non-palatalized counterpart (e.g., /kata-kata/). However, it was not clear

whether these palatalization characteristics can be used as a rule to generate or learn new mimetics. Native

speakers of Japanese, English speaking learners of Japanese, and non-speakers of Japanese whose native

language is English participated in this study. Participants listened to novel mimetics and matached sounds with

pictures presented on a computer screen. The results indicate that native speakers of Japanese and non-speakers

of Japanese utilize the palatalization rule, which suggests the universality of the palatalization rule. However,

the learners in this study did not yield significant differences. Effective ways to introduce mimetics to the

learners are discussed.
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