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Japanese Debates on National Security

Makoto Takagi

Though the ideal of peace came to reign over the Japanese
since the new Constitution, its realization appeared increasing-
ly difficult, as the cold war got under way. Discussions on
diplomacy and defense required high degree of sophistication.

The intellectuals, suffering from their war-time inability,
were especially eager for peace. However, they were driven
into quarrels on how to appreciate communism and cold war,
when the treaty of peace came in sight. The one argued for
peace with all and the other for peace with as many nations
as possible. This division made the Socialist Party fall out
into two.

As to the problems of national security there was the differ-
ence between those who sought it under the wings of the United
States and those for neutralism without arms. Only a few
argued for national selfdefence. The conservative government
of Premier Yoshida shunned the rearmament at this stage,

Peace Treaty in San Francisco was well received by the
people, but Japan-United States Security Pact born at the same
time caused troubles and grievances. There emerged a growing
desire on the part of conservatives to rearm Japan in order to
make her truly autonomous. The barrier was the Constitution.
As the revision of the constitution sought after implied the
regression into pre-war situations, resistance was at once vocal
in the camp of progressives, and this road to rearmament was
eventually blocked by the increase of Socialists in the Diet.
Meanwhile substancial rearmament was going on without the
sanction of the constitution.
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All seemed to agree with the revision of the Security Pact.
However, when Premier Kishi took it up, the thaw seemed to
come upon the cold war, and the reactionary ‘show-down’
attitudes of the premier cast doubts on his intention of revision.
Neutralism with more regular relations with the mainland
China was now strongly asserted as the positive alternative.
Due to its myopia the Japanese government failed in developing
the nation-wide dialogue.

After the new pact had been forced through the Diet, one
could not but feel that Japan was now tied to the American
glohal military system tighter than ever. Without wision, it
seemed to all, she could not make the breakthrough.



