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Changes in the Social Structure and Social
Attitudes of Inhabitants subsequent fo

Urbanization Process: The Case of Fujisawa,

Musashi Town, Iruma County, Saitama Prefecture

Akira Hoshino

Resume

This study aims to obsreve what changes the so-called urban
farm villages around a metropolis undergo under the influence
bf the rapid expansion and developément of the fnetropo]is.
particularly their structural changes and, at the same time,
the socio-psychological changes in the social consciousness and
attitudes of the cld inhabitants in comparison with those of the
newcomers.

The investigation was conducted in May 1964. The district
chosen for the investigation was Kami Fujisawa (I, II, IIT dist-
ricts) and Shimo Fujisawa (IV district) within the Fujisawa
District {population : 8,043, and the number of households : 2,045)
in Musashi Town, Iruma County, Saitama Prefecture, Japan.
The sample subjects were 217 persons of over 21 years of age
extracted proportionally by sex, out of different age groups.
{Available samples were 169; 84 for Kami Fujisawa and 85 for
Shimo Fujisawa.)

In order to measure the differences between urban and rural
characteristics in this district, several scales considered to he
highly valid were used besides the data concerning facts such
as the age, amount of education, occupation, income, and so on.

Analysis of accumulated data reveals some restits to be noted.
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A structtral difference between Kami Fujisawa and Shimo Fuji-
sawa presented itself first, as example, in the type of household,
occupation, and the amount of education. The relative distri-
bution of socio-economic classes as measured by possession of
certain goods reveals difference between the areas for the upper
class and the middle-middle class. There are more of those
belonging to the upper class in Shimo Fujisawa whereas more
to middle-middle class in Kami Fujisawa. The survey also
reveals that only few inhabitants in Kami Fujisawa go to Tokyo
for buying items other than daily necessities, such as clothing,
eleciric appliances, and furniture, and most purchase clothing
in Musashimachi while those of Shimo Fuiisawa replied they:
do so within Tokyo limits. According to the results obtained-
by a scale for measuring “nativeness” or local characteristics,
a difference is observed between the two districts on three out
of five questions. There was no differnces seen between the
two districts regarding political party support, coziness of their
town to live in and advantages of the growing industry.

Both of the two attitude scales revealed interesting data
regarding a hypothesis that most people in Kami Fujisawa
would tend to show traditional-irrational and personal, that is
rural attitudes, while most of the Shimo Fujisawa pecople,
inversely, would have more rational and impersonal personality
traits, or urban attitudes, Although there was some support
for the hypothesis, in each district, there was a considerable
number of those who belonged to the middle type or the mized
type; and both districts also had a number of people who did
not fit the hypothesis.

However, the results indicated that, in both areas, the distri-
bution was similar possibly due to the existence of the middle
type in both districts. Thus, the simple comparison of social
attitudes between two different districts was an ineffective way
of detecting possible contrasts in Musashimachi. Therefore, an
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additional classffication of the subjects was applied to three
different ways of living according to certain determinants and
criteria. And it became evident that more than one-third of
the residents of Shimo Fujisawa keep their rural way of living.
It is assumed that the existence of these people was partly
responsible for the lack of support for the hypothesis.

It was then concluded that aithough the differences in the
progress of urbanization from the aspects of the soial attitudes
of residents and their sense of belonging to the local community
is not so clear-cut as differences in the social structure. This
fact can be said to be natural according to the process of
cultural change in general., It could be also pointed out where
the “psychological lag” lies.



