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Life History and Social Participation of the
Family Living in Danchi, Public Housing

Project, in a Suburb of Tokyo

Kiyomi Morioka

Jun Homma, Tazuko Yamaguchi and Atsuko Takao

(1) When one observes the phenomenon of suburbanization,
one cannot ignore the following two questions. One of them
concerns the background characteristics of the residents in a
suburb such as “where did they come from ?” “when and why
did they come?”, and “what kind of people are they?” The
other deals with the organization of suburbanites or social
participation of the residents in a suburb such as “what kind
of groups do they have?” “how do they participate in group
activities?”, and “what is the state of their informal social
participation ?” The present report attempts to analyze these
basic questions with exclusive reference to those suburbanites
living in a danchi, public housing project.

(2) Tield research was conducted in the Hibarigaoka Dancki,
a large housing project with 2,694 families living in 182 build-
ings. The site stretches over three cities in the western suburds
of Tokyo. The reason for selecting this danchi are as follows.
Firstly, it is comparatively old (dating back to 1959) among
public housing projects in suburban areas. A newly developed
area i1s not suitable for a study of social participation, since
human relationships there are fluid and unstable as yet. Second-
ly, a fairly large-scale survey had been conducted there in
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1960 and it was expected that the findings of that survey would
make comparison with the present research possible at some
points,

{3) Considering the limitation of research funds available,
the universe of research was purposefully confined to the
families which met the following conditions:

1. That the household head (husband) be between 35 and 39
years old at the time of the survey. (This age-group was
considered to represent the mode of age distribution of
the residents in the Hibarigaoka Danchi.)

2. That the family be composed of a couple and their off-
spring. (Broken homes and childless families were
eliminated.)

(4) 170 families were selected by random sampling from
among 680 families which met the aforementioned conditions.
Interviews, with the aid of a structured schedule, were com-
pleted with 123 wives. Description of the life history of the
families is based on data from all of the 123 wives, while the
analysis of the social participation of the wives discards the
data drawn from eight working wives and employs information
from the remaining 115 housewives.

(53) Due to limitation of space, presentation of research
findings is totally omitted from this summary. It is suggested
to refer to the paper with the same title which has appeared
in English in the #iral Report of the Ford Research Project,
ICU, 1967, pp. 151~164, '



