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The Process of Urbanization in the Tokyo
Metropolitan Area and Changes in the

Structure of Agriculture
Shigeru Kobayashi

This monographic study aims to cobserve how the economic
structure of agriculture has recently changed in the process of
urbanization of rural villages in Tokyo Metropolitan Area and
to make a classification of the change by the degree of urbani-
zation.

The change to clarify in this study, therefore, is not the
result developed by causes within the agricultural structure
itself, but the products enforeed by certain extraneous factors,
urban economy in other words. The influence by wurban
economy will be differentiated firstly by economical distance
from Metropolitan Tokyo and secondly by time processed.

In this study, three villages were selected as object for in-
vestigation being different in economical distance from Tokyo,
and two sets of different times were selected as interview
period on the same object. The villages selected were Mutsu-
zawa Mura, Chiba Ken, the most remote rural district, Hino
Machi, nearer place, and Mitaka Shi, the nearest place from
Tokyo. The interview surveys were made in Mutsuzawa Mura
with same schedule in the different times, 1958 and 1963, and
in Mitaka Shi in 1956 and 1962,

By comparing and examing the results of the above mentioned
investigations, two types of analysis, stage development one
and chronological one, are performed in this study for the
process of urbanization.



