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A Study of the Land-Use Problem in City Planning

Koichi Inomata

The objective of the present study is to investigate the actual
state of affairs in our country, particularly that ,in the Tokyo
Metropolis, with attention focussed on legislative questions
concerning land-use, and to make a comparative study of the
legislation and its enforcement situation in England (whose
territory is as narrow as Japan’s) and thereby contribute to the
enforcement of future policies in our country.

In the present study, emphasis is laid especially on such
points as how to deal with inhabitants’ complaints about city
planning, how to get inhabitants’ cooperation in pushing city
planning, how to make proper compensation for the inhabitants
who will suffer property loss by city planning, particularly by
the control of land-use and/or land expropriation (inclusive of
the optional sales and purchases which should be repgarded as
being the same as expropriation) and so forth.

In a procedure for deciding city planning, how can the in-
habitants who are disadvantaged by the execution of the city
planning or those opposed to the planning reflect their grievan-
ces and if they can, by what procedure? As far as the legis-
lation is concerned, there is no way for the inhabitants to
make objections directly against city planning.

Actually, however, the following steps may be taken.

1) Objection through an Assembly member elected locally
who is a constituent member of the City Planning Local Con-
sultative Council. If the Consultative Council is opposed to a
plan submitted for deliberation, the Council will take up the
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method of withholding a report, although the Council is a con-
sultative organ to the Construction Minister.

2) There is an actual example in which the City Planning
Local Consultative Council tried to get the opinion of inhabit-
ants reflected by calling out though a public speaker.

3) Petition to the Construction Minister, thereby to seek
the political consideration of the Construction Minister.

4) Resorting to direct action such as demonstrations.

Then I observed the provisions of the Britsh Town and Coun-
try Planning Act of 1962. And an attempt was made to study
the provisins of the British law and find out something which
should be used as a guide for future policies of our country.
There seems to be a big difference between our country and
Britain in that under the British law, a material change in
the use-condition of the land is rigidly controlled, and moreover
that it is refleced in the market price of the land. The key for
solution of this problem seems to lie in having the central and
local administrative bodies of our country give thorough-going
consideration to the living conditions of the people by conduct-
ing administrative affairs in a more dynamic way under stronger
guidance.



