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SLUM IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS
IN THREE ASIAN CITIES

< Summary >

Yuko Hashimoto

After World War II, a repid population growth in developing countries
has accelerated urbanization. A large number of migrants from rural

areas have gathered in metropolitan cities, engaging in such unskilled and
' low-income jobs as venders, hawkers, taxi drivers, construction workers,
etc, As more and more people moved in, insanitary slum areas expanded
as well as became overcrowded, with the result that living conditions
have become a serious problem in these cities.

People living in the slum area are those who lack security: unstable
land tenure, unstable socio-economic conditions and bad physical en-
vironment. In order to resolve the slum problem, governments have
implemented varicus policies in these twenty years ranging from clear-
ance policy to improvement policy.

This paper examines and compares slum improvement programs in
three Asian cities: the Slum Improvement Program in Bangkok, the
Kampung Improvement Program in Jakarta and the Zonal Improvement
Program in Manila. These three programs are similar from the viewpoint
of their purpose, priority of the slums for improvement, and contents
of implementation. However, the sub-programs about land tenure includ-
ing squatter problem and about the approach to the community organi-
zation, which depend on the original slum formation, are different in
each city. Each program, therefore, shows special characteristics,

The effect of these programs has not come up to the expectations of
the governments as yet. The issve of land tenure, the occupational prob-
lem and the community development still remain important questions
for the future,



