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A Study of the Family Life Cycle

Kiyomi Morioka

The aim of the present paper, which constitutes the second part
of the whole essay, is to review the development of family life
cycle studies in Japan and to discover rossible lines of future
development. After a careful study of existing publications in this
field, it seems possible to identify three typical approaches:

(1) Family composz'tioh approach, which calls to special attention
the changes in family composition through stages of the family
life cycle, as mainfested in the studies by T. Koyama and K.
‘Kobayashi. Effort is focused on establishing a series of stages, so
that intra-family personal relationships characteristic of each stage
tend to be given scant consideration. Data: historical and contem-
porary.

(2)' Family as economic sysfem approach, which accentuates
fluctuation in econgomic activities through several decades in family
life history, as exemplified by E. Suzuki’s and 5. Kobavashi’s studies
on the farm family. It is elucidated through this approach that the
Japanese farm family, which exists over generations, experiences an
inevitable cycle of prosperity and want caused by a regular change
in household composition. But, delineation of each stage and estab-
lishment of the stage order are totally neglected. Data: constructed
modal family life history.

(3) Human relationship approach, which focuses attention on
social activities characteristic of each stage, as shown in the propo-
sal of K. Morioka and the analysis by H. Satake. This is the one
of the most fruitful approaches, though only few studies using this
approach have been accomplished so far. Data: mainly instantane-
ous cross-section,



