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ENACTMENT OF INTERNAL REGULATIONS
IN THE UNITED NATIONS
AND THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

< Summary >

Azusa Shinohara

There seems no agreement over the definition of internal regulations
of international organizations, but in this article, it is convenient to
qualify them as the rules enacted by the resolutions of one of the organs
and applied generally within the internal functionings of the organiza-
tions. Considering the contents, the legal basis, and the adopting process
of the internal regulations of the United Nations and the Specialized
Agencies, it is concluded that they should be classified as the new branch
of international law, but not constituting the autonomous legal orders
after the institutional theory of law. In international law the internal
regulations are not regarded as conventional law, nor as customary law,
nor as general principles of law, so it is possible that they become the
new source, the fourth source of international law,

Some of the internal regulations, for instance staff regulations,
repulate the relations between the organizations and their private offi-
cials. Therefore they contribute to make a wider conception of inter-
national law, for classical international law has dealt only with the
relations among the nations, and its subjects are confined to the sover-
eign states. Though the international personalities of private persons are
admitted, they lack the law-creating power, and are only vested with
the rights and the obligations. Then there needs some legislation mecha-
nism to make regulations for them.

The enactment of the internal regulations is a unilateral act of
an international organization, and a very rare law-making technique
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adopting the legislative principie. Consequently not only does it expand
the sources, the conception of international law, but also it possibly
becomes the forerunner of international legislation.



