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THE URBANIZATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
—— A Study of Contradicting Views —

{Summary)
Koichi Niitsu

A salient feature of Southeast Asian countries is concentration of
population to a single city, called primate city, where a large
number of residents live in slums.

Concerning the cause and effect of the urbanization, views in the
literature are quite different, often contradicting, especially as to
the following points;

a) Was the concentration triggered by surplus population in rural
areas (push factor), or by increased demand for labor in the
urban areas (pull factor)? '

b) Is the population inflow too large, causing mass unemploy-
ment (over-urbanization)?

c) What role can slum-dwellers play as a work force for
economic development?

In the article, typical arguments and the author's view are
summarized. It is also suggested that counfries in Southeast Asia
might be too diversified in many aspects to establish a general
theory.



