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SAGA’S HISTORICAL YALUE
— Free-prose, Book-prose Theory Reconsidered —

< Summary >
Mayumi Furukawa

Saga, the old Icelandic prose, written mainly in about the 13th
century, has attracted many scholars since the end of the 18th century.
Surveying the main stream of the saga study, we find, so called, the free-
prose theory and the book-prose theory, which disputed with each other
almost for a century. The scholars at that time had paid no attention
to any other theory, that could have been otherwise usefully applied to
the saga study. Today, on the other hand, few scholars take interest in
that debate, I argue that now is the time to reconsider the dispute
without supporting either side of theory.

I examined the treatises written between the latter half of the 19th
century and the beginning of the 20th, when free-prose theory was
predominant. With regard to this theory, I found the following intresting
points. Firstly, the opinions of the defenders of free-prose theory are not
in common. Secondly, the historical value of the sagas, which they insist,
differs from that of today. The history they mean is what the medieval
Icelanders believed to be history. Therefore, ghosts, dreams, and the like
could be counted as historical facts from the viewpoint of free-prose
theory. Thirdly, the defenders of free-prose theory do not deny the
literary and artistic characters contained in the sagas. Although free-
prose theory has lost its importance in the study of the sagas, I couclude,
for the above-mentioned reasons, that it is worthy of reconsideration.



