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NON-ALIGNMENT AND ALTERNATIVE SECURITY
—— In Comparison with Similar Concepts —

< Summary >
Sanae Isomura

Since WWII, direct armed conflict has been avoided among the Euro-
pean industrialized states and between the two superpowers at the
global level. However, despite this global “peace,” armed ‘conflict has
often occurred in the Third World, resulting in a “maldistribution of
armed conflict.” This has happened in spite of the appeal for peace by
the non-aligned Third World. This paper analyzes, from the viewpoint of
the concept and policy of non-alignment, the factors which brought
about this situation and studies the conditions necessary to reconstruct
the concept of non-alignment for an effective peace.

In considering peace and security in international politics, two types
of organizational systems within the “intemational society” can be
identified: alliances and other types of international cooperation. Accord-
ing to the power politics paradigm, alliances, clearly related to military
agreements, are one of the most important institutions in the “peace and
war” issue. On the contrary, after WWII, new movements or concepts
have appeared, denying or threatening to destroy alliance systems,
thus putting only relative weight on the power politics paradigm. Non-
alignment and ““de-alignment™ are representative.

Within the concept of non-alignment, world peace includes such
essential ideals as disarmament and independence and an attitude critical
of unequal structures of power and economic relations among states.
Non-alignment has been state-centric, both internally and extemmnally, and
has a tendency to isolate the issues of democracy and justice within a
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state from those of foreign policy. This characteristic has partially denied
a positive meaning to non-alignment; that is, it has not functioned as an
effective critical concept against privileged social structures and state
repression. Peace in the concept of non-alignment, especially to the
early 1960, basically meant “negative peace™ (J. Galtung), in terms
of a lack of war, but did not have sufficient basis for “positive peace”
(J. Galtung). Thus, it is concluded that one of the keys to non-alignment
becoming an effective concept for peace and security lies in a reexami-
nation and revision of state-centrism and of attitudes toward politics
within each non-aligned state.



