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SOCIAL UNITY IN THE SA’DAN TORAJA TRIBE
— Community Independence and Social Function of Religion —

< Summary >
Koji Akino

The Sa’dan Toraja Tribe lives in Central Sulawesi in The Republic of
Indonesia. Although their native religion plays a very important role in
their traditional customs (i.e., rituals, laws, etc.), Christianity has also
come to be accepted in their community since the beginning of the
twentieth century. Gradually, Christianity has influenced many people
of the Sa’dan Toraja Tribe, as well as their traditional customs.

In this paper, I have studied the unity of one of the communities of
the Sa’dan Toraja Tribe, based on my field research, which included
living with the Sa’dan Toraja people for two years. During that time I
examined a social function of their religion as it affected the unity of
the people.

In conclusion, the native religion of the Sa’dan Toraja Tribe is an
essential factor of their soclety and plays a paramount role in unifying
the Sa’dan Toraja community, Due to its influence, they have success-
fully resisted the efforts of surrounding tribes to employ their own rule
and customs. Although the common people of the tribe want to retain
the community’s independence, the Sa’dan Toraja administration which
composes the new ruling class wants the tribe to be intergrated into the
entire nation, Thinking that *Christianization” equals modemization,
the administrators want national unity. If “Christianization™ continues
in the future, the Sa’dan Toraja customs which unify each community
will gradually dissolve, and there will be no independent tribes remaining.
Therefore, reorganization of the communities is likely to occur.



