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JAMES WILSON’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE FRAMING
OF THE FEDERAIL CONSTITUTION

< .Summary >
Makoto Saito

Although it is often pointed out that James Wilson was one of the
most active participants in the Federal Convention of 1787, he has not
received respect as one of the Founding Fathers, nor has he been well
known except to a few scholars of American history. This is, firstly,
because he was a greedy speculator dying in huge debt, and secondly,
because he acted as one of the unpopular conservatives in the politics of
his state, Pennsylvania, However, Wilson’s role in the Federal Convention
cannot be forgotten, as it was he who gave the Federal Constitution the
basic framework which has sustained it for over two hundred years.

In 1787, America was to seek decisions related to two important
issues. One was concerned with the form of government, whether the
United States should remain a confederation or seek consolidation as
one nation. The other was with the system of government, whether the
United States should maintain democratic politics or seek remedies for
“the excess of democracy.” In general, those for the Federal Consti-
tution wanted the establishment of an “aristocratic” consolidated
government, while those against the Constitution pursued the conti-
nuation of a democratic confederation, Here, James Wilson, in spite of
his position as a conservative in actual politics, insisted to establish a
democratic national government. His assertion of strengthening of the
Union based on the principle of democracy was crystallized in the
Federal Constitution and the United States was reorganized as a Federal
Republic.
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The Federal Constitution has often been described as a bundle of
compromises. Yet it seems to me that the compromise between the
opinion prevailing within the Convention and the eriticism from without
was the most important one. In attaining this compromise, James Wilson
played a significant role and while his name may remain buried in ob-
livion, the fruit of his efforts will continue to survive in history.



