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THE IDEALISTIC LIBERALISM OF KAWAI EDJIRO
~ (continued)
— On Academic Freedom —

< Summary >
Kiyoko Takeda Cho

In my previous essay (No,21-2) I attempted to analyze the signi-
ficant characteristics of the “idealistic liberalism™ or “liberal socialism”
of Kawai Fijird (1891-1944), a professor of social policy in the Depart-
ment of Economics of Tokyo Imperial University. He was one of the
most influential and outspoken liberals during the first half of the
Showa period. This was a time when Japanese liberals had come under
near universal attack; on the one hand Marxists criticized them as friends
of the reactionary Capitalists, and, on the other hand, ultra-nationalists
and fascists labled them Communist sympathizers.

Kawai, as a champion of liberalism, wrote many popular books and
articles on the idea of the “university” — on liberal education, student
life, learning, and especially on “academic freedom” — the freedom of
research, of thought, and of expression. At this time the impact of
Marxist ideas, ideology and social action was growing strong in Japanese
university campuses, challenging students and professors to participate
in revolutionary movements. On the other hand, forces of ultra-national-
ism and fascism were also gaining momentum. During the late 1920s
and 19305 these forces had succeeded in placing pressure on the freedom
of thought and speech, thereby seriously endangering campus intellectual
life. Intellectuals, including university professors critical of fascism, came
under fire and a number of professors were expelled from their univer-
sities; some even were imprisoned. Thus the tension between nationalism
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and academic freedom became a vital issue,

In such a critical situation, Kawai tried to make the basic principle of
“academic freedom™ clear in order that the nation, the people, and the
government better understand this principle. In this way he sought to
defend the life and mission of the university.

1. Introductory Note
2. Academic Freedom
1) The mission of freedom for the faithful and free exploration of
academic truth
2) University professors and freedom
3) The nation and the university — similar in that neither institution,
in its own unique mission and function, can claim absolute powers
over the other
4) Academic freedom on campus and limits on professors’ and
students’ social action



