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JOHN STUART MILL'S THE SUBJECTION OF WOMEN
AND MEIJI JAPAN

< Summary >
Sachiko Kaneko

In the early Meiji Period, through intensive contact with the West,
a new concept of women emerged in Japanese history. The predecessor
was Fukuzawa Yukichi who, in his The Encouragement of Learning
. in 1872-76, introduced John Stuart Mill’s The Subjection of Women
which, since its publication in 1868, had activated an equal rights’
movement for women in the West. Fukuzawa objected to the Confucian
moralisrn deeply rooted in the Japanese tradition which imposed the
“predominance of men over women.” He aiso advocated the adoption
of monogamy against polygamy, the latter of which he considered to
represent the traditional values.

This essay will focus on intellectuals who gave major contributions to
the emergence of the new concept conceming the women’s position.
The emphasis will be on Fukuzawa, mentioned above, and Ueki Emori,
another leading philosopher: Fukuzawa insisted that women should have
the right to hold their own property. He also argued that they should be
respected as indispensable partners of their husbands, being in charge
of their husbands’ households and children. Ueki promoted women’s
suffrage as a human right equal to men.

In conclusion, Mill’s argument against women’s ‘“‘subordination in
domestic life” was well accepted in Japan. However, his protest against
women’s “disabilities elsewhere [in society]*” was unfortunately ignored.



