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THE BINDING EFFECT
OF THE U. N, GENERAL ASSEMELY’S RESOLUTION
ON APPORTIONMENT OF EXPENSES

< Summary >
Kumiko Chaki

The Resolutions of the General Assembly, in principle, do not have
binding effect since that organ is only entitled by the United Nations
Charter to make recommendations. However, some of the resolutions,
namely those concemning the internal law of the United Nations, are
considered to be binding. Internal law is defined in this article as rules
and regulations set forth by the United Nations concerning the structure
and the procedures of the Organization. Resclutions adopted by the
organs and rules or orders provided by the Secretary-General are thus
included in this category. Many scholars also classify the resolution
on apportionment of expenses as a part of internal law. Nonetheless,
the resolution on apportionment should be distinct from the internal
law in the sense that it has an external effect since each Member State
must consult with its internal procedure in order to effect the payment.
Therefore, the resolution on apportionment must find another source
to be binding.

Looking at the practices of the Member States, the assessments
apportioned by the General Assembly have been almost fully paid.
Moreover, the Member Staies have expressed their conviction that the
payment be obligatory when the expenses of a Peace Keeping Operation
have been at issue. Because of these practices and legal conviction of the
Member States, the resolution on apportionment therefore acquires
its binding effect as a customary law,



