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RESIDENTS IN A REBUILT CITY WARD
IN HIROSHIMA, PART It

<€ Summary >
Motoyoshi Omori

The tesidents were not confined in 2 compact ward, but were con-
nected with external people through multiple relations. The couples of
78 households had visited their homelands within one year (95 cases,
60%) or once beiween 2-5 years (11, 7%) regardiess of the distances and
the years since their settling-in. 74 households had also accepted the
couples” relatives from homelands within one year (66 cases, 44%) or
once between 2-5 years (17, 11%). No visits.had been paid by 44 couples/
households (28% of 78) or no visitors had been accepted by 64 couples
(42% of 74). The cleavage was reasoned with the fact of absence of any
relative at homelands any longer. : S

The contacts with the external people were supplemented and acti-
vated by recurrent offering of mutual help between the residents and
their relatives, friends and neighbors. 87 households had obtained the
assistance on such occasions as absence (52 cases), house moving (49),
building or reconstruction of their homes (14), funeral (57), house clean-
ing (5), illness or injuries (34). The 19 households (22%) had received
assistance in 4-5 above categories; 45 (52%) in 2-3; and 23 (26%) only in
a single category. Generally the relatives assisted in the case of house
moving and the neighbors for absence and funeral. However, no financial
aids, except for gifts, were called in.

Group activities of the couples were also scrutinized. Both of the
couples (19 cases, 33%), husbands only (23, 40%) or wives only (18,
30%) had joined either of the organizations for vocational merits (U),
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social welfare or religious services (V}; or sports or recreational purposes
(W). A demarcation was discerned between the sexes; 4 men (10%)
joined to 4 groupings, 6 (15%) to 3, 9 (20%) to 2 and 23 (55%) oaly to
a single group. In contrast, solely one womar (3%) participated in 3,
10(27%) in 2 and a Iafge majority (26 women, 70%) in a single. 36 men
(50%) joined to U, 13(17%) to V, and 23(30%) to W, On the other
hand, 10 women (20%) were affiliated with U, 9(18%) with V and
27 (55%) with W.

The individual households were organized into the sub-units, kumi,
of the ward association, chonai-kgi. A sub-unit consisting of around
ten households, was also a neighborhood funerary service unit. The
leader of a kumi was elected in rotation among the members. However,
the higher posts in chonai-kai could be occupied solely by those eligible
residents who had owned their houses in the ward for many years. All
the ward residents collaborated through the chonai-kai in the city sports
tournaments for the youth, in the recreational bus tours, in the cele-
bration of annual Shinto festival, and in conducting the classes for tea
ceremony, flower arrangement and Japanese dancing. :

In conclusion, at Higashi Hiratsuka Cho the core of the residents
consisted of the earlier settlers who had established their houses and the
means of earning their livelihood within or in the vicinity of the ward.
Although they still retained their original contacts with the relatives at
homelands, these core residents constructed intimate and cooperative
relations increasingly among themselves and continued to fulfill signifi-
cant roles in the ward association. Having absorved and assimilated the
newcomers, they had predominantly contributed to rebuild the city ward
to regain its former prosperity.



